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Pittsfield & Providence
take gold, LEH qualifies!

Saratoga Springs, NY -- Yes, |
know it should say Watervliet, but things
happen here in the North Country,
especidly inthe® spring.” 1t seemsthat
there was a snow/ice storm which
caused the closing of the high school
and the closing of our two day contest
venue.

Thanks to the quick work of Fred
Schonenberg and Ken Abbott, anew
location was found in the Maple Av-
enue School in Saratoga Springs.
“New,” istheright word astheaudito-
rium waslessthan two weeksold and
wewerelikely thefirst touseit’'sexce-
lent acoustics, both on stageandinthe
audience.

All six contests went off without a
hitch, dthough severa carswent off the
road on the way back to the Clairion
inTroy following the quartet contest.

In the quartet sessions, Bourbon
Street (Saratoga and Frank Thorne)
took goldintheMountain Divisonwhile
Burlington’s Lake Effect Harmony
placed third behind TheAllard Project
(Saratoga, Nashuaand Frank Thorne).

In the Yankee Division, Applause
(Manchester, Providence, Concord
MA and Frank Thorne) beat Scollay

by Jerry Walter, Editor

Square(Lincoln Rl and Frank Thorne)
by asingle point out of 1190!

Interesting fact: the chapter repre-
sented by the most quartets (five) was
the Frank Thorne Chapter!

The College Quartet Contest had
only two entrieswith 8 Bitsfrom the
Collegeof Saint Rose beating out Co-
nundrum from Western Connecticut
State College by threepoints.

In Saturday’ s contests, Providence's
Narragansett Bay Chorustook home
the highest score by winning the Yan-
keeDivision contest with an average of
75.5points. Thisisdtill alongway from
the 80.3 average scored by Nashuain
last fall’sdistrict contest. Seethecom-
posite ranking of choruses on page 2
showing therelative position of each
qualifying chorusintheir last appear-
ance. Last fal’splacement and average
scorefollowsthe name of the chapter.

IntheMountain Divison, Rttsfidd's
18 singers surprised al by beating
Saratoga Spring’'s 45. Burlington’s
Green Mountain Chorusmoved up one
notch taking third just ahead of Greater
Montrél’sMountain City Chorus.

TheVLQwaswon by Manchester’s
Six Pack.

Easter Bonnet

Contest next week

by Gary Brunell, Program Chairman
Next Tuesday evening the chapter is
sponsoring an“ Easter Bonnet” contest
opento all.Prizeswill be awarded as
determined by the judges, yet to be
determined.

Sincetherearenorulesfor thiscon-
test, the possibilitiesarelimitless. Go
ahead and useyour imagination or you
might want to seek the assistance of
someonee se'simagination.

Now, that the contest seasonisove,
it'spast timefor spring to have sprung
andtimefor alittlefun. Soletsseeyour
best Easter bonnet
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2001 Northeastern District Bulletin of the
Year

A publication of the Burlington, Vermont
Chapter of SPEBSQSA, Inc., a nonprofit,
charitable and educational organization,
published each Tuesday on which a chapter
meeting is scheduled.

Unless accompanied by a byline, all articles
are written by the editor, who assumes all
responsibility for accuracy and content.
Articles represent the opinions of their
authors and do not necessarily represent the
opinions of the members or officers of the
chapter. To the extent permitted by space, all
written communications received by the
editor will be published. The editor, reserves
the right to edit all copy for punctuation and
length.

Deadline for copy is 9:00 p.m. Monday
preceding each issue. Copy is accepted in
the following order of preference: e-mail, IBM
compatible 3.5 diskettes - almost any word
processor, ASCII text; facsimile to 802 -985-
866, oral dictation by phone and, of course,
hard copy.

E-Mail: JerWalter@hotmail.com

Burlington Chapter
Board of Directors

President John Villeré
802 859-3403
VP Devel. (Membership) Reid Allen

802 862.-8987
Charlie Church
802 879-1981
Charlie Cerutti
802 485-6924

VP Music & Performance

Quartet Vice President

Secretary John Zweighaft
802 879-6422
Treasurer Denis Brochu
802 860-6465
Program VP [Vacant]
Members at Large
Al Carpenter Jerry Huetz
Dick Labrecque David Merrill
Serge Rizzo Jerry Walter
Immediate Past-President Gary Brunell

Additional Officers

Music Director Greg Morrill
Assistant Director Chuck Laufer
Chorus Coaches
Gary Bolles Pat Heise
Steve Janes Brian O'Leary
Steve Plumb Dan Signor
Karen Rour Steve Tramack

Learning Tape/Quartet Coordinator [ vacant]

2003 Show Chairman Don Pierce
Harmony Foundation Chairman  Dale Higgs
Sunshine Chairman Gary Brunell
Public Relations Chairman Serge Rizzo
20 Week Club Chairman Dick Labrecque
Uniform Chairman Tif Crowell
Booking Agent Al Carpenter

Section Leaders

Tenor- Chuck Laufer Lead- Neil Cerutti
Baritone- Bob Cauley Bass- Dave Stonecliffe
Librarian John Zweighaft
Chorus Manager Don Pierce
Package Show Producer Charlie Church
Chapter Barbershopper of the year 2002

Al Carpenter

Division Barbershopper of the year 2000
CharlieChurch
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Northeastern District Chorus Summary

Chapter/Nickname
1 Nashua, NH (2002 District Contest)

Granite Statesmen

2 Providence, RI (2 - 74.0)
Narragansett Bay Chorus

3 Portland, ME (3 - 69.4)
Downeasters

4 Concord, MA (4 - 64.9)
Sounds of Concord

5 Pittsfield, MA (10 - 58.6)
Berkshire Hillsmen

6 Saratoga Springs, NY (5 - 64.6)
Racing City Chorus

7 Manchester, CT (7 - 61.3)
Silk City Chorus

8 Central, CT (6 - 61.6)
Connecticut Yankee Chorus

What'll | Do?

9 Worcester, MA (11 - 57.1)
Men of Song

10 Burlington, VT (9 - 59.3)
Green Mountain Chorus

11 Hanover, NH (17 - 54.6)
North Country Chordsmen

Tin Roof Blues

Ain’'t Misbehavin’
I'll Be Seeing You
| Wonder What's Become Of Sally
Wedding Bells Are Ringing For Sally
Roses Of Picardy
Goodbye, Dixie, Goodbye

Ain’t Misbehavin
Old Songs Are Just Like Old Friends

Songs MUS PRS SNG Total Ave Cnt
| Wouldn't Trade The Silver In My 244 240 241 1446 80.3 78
Nice Work If You Can Get It 240 239 242
I've Been Working On The Railroad/’'mA 225 225 227 1359 755 35
Make ‘Em Laugh 219 239 224
How | Miss My Alabam 212 211 221 1297 721 41
Take Me To The Land Of Jazz 210 219 224
Who'll Take My Place (When I'm Gone)? 197 194 194 1194 66.3 33
You GottaHave Heart 200 204 205
Mary, You're A Little Bit Old Fashioned 193 187 195 1150 639 18
That's An Irish Lullaby 187 188 200
If | Give My Heart To You 199 200 188 1143 63.5 45
Don’t Break The Heart That Loves You 183 193 180

195 189 191 1140 63.3 36
190 183 192

191 189
185 188

182 1119 62.2 26
184

187 186 190 1111 61.7 43
185 180 183

189 185 186 1108 61.6 23
186 181 181

178 176 185 1087 60.4 28
181 180 187

12 Poughkeepsie, NY (19 - 53.3) Sing Me That Song Again 173 188 179 1064 59.1 20
Newyorkers | love To Hear That Old Bshop Style 168 187 169

13 Beverly, MA (dnc - 61.5) Old Fashioned Girl (In An Gingham Gown) 182 175 181 1062 59.0 31
Northshoremen When It's Night Time In Dixie Land 176 174 174

14 Greater Montreal, QC (dnc - 62.4)  IfI Had My Way 171 177 176 1055 58.6 25

Island City Chorus Roses Of Picardy 171 180 180

15 Keene, NH (18 - 53.3) WhenTheRedRedRobinComesBobBob 178 168 188 1054 58.6 27
Cheshiremen Beautiful Dreamer 169 165 186

16 Waterbury/Derby, CT (12 -56.9) Old Fashioned Girl (In A Gingham Gown) 183 171 177 1051 58.4 17
Valley Chordsmen Take Me To The Land Of Jazz 179 174 167

17 Portsmouth, NH (16 - 54.7) Sweet And Lovely 171 169 176 1033 57.4 19
Yankee Clipper Chorus I'l Be Seeing You 165 174 178
18 Springfield, MA (8 - 61.2) Hard Hearted Hannah 176 175 170 1033 57.4 27

Chordsmen There Goes My Heart 163 177 172

19 Dartmouth, NS (13 - 55.2) For Me And My Gal 165 167 164 993 55.2 38
City of Lakes Chorus You Keep Coming Back Like A Song 169 161 167

20 Scituate, MA (20 - 53.2) We'll Meet Again 173 158 168 984 54.7 20
South Shore Men of Harmony IfYou Were The Only Girl In The World 169 149 167

21 Lowell, MA (2,4,6,8) Emaline 156 159 173 981 54.5 18
Gentlemen Songsters My Melancholy Baby 158 162 173

Bartley crowned 2002 NED
BETY

One of the significant events at the West-
ern District Contest and Convention was
the presentation of the Northeastern Dis-
trict Bulletin Editor Of The Year (BETY)
contest award plaques.

Bob Bartley, Editor of the Danbury
Chapter’s Hatter Chatter, was presented
the2002 First Placeaward by District BETY
Chairman, Jerry Walter (2001 BETY)). .Sec-
ond place honors went to Roy Hayward,
Editor of the Worchester Chapter’'s Key-
notes. Third placewent to Wally Duplessie,
Editor of the Portland Chapter’'s SOUND-
INGS.

The Undertone

This award is based on three areas of
competition, Content (what subjects are
covered), Grammar and Style (how well the
articles are written) and Layout and Repro-
duction (how doesthe bulletin look). Judges
areall membersof the Society’s Public Rela-
tions Officiersand Bulletin Editors (PROBE)
organization who also judge the annual In-
ternational Bulletin Contest (IBC).

TheYankeeDivision hasit'sown BETY
award and traveling plaque. The 2002 win-
ner was Bob Bartley.

April 8, 2003



You think we had bad weather!

or

How to respond to an ice storm that shuts down 13 counties including the contest

venue only hours before the chorus contest
As reported by Dave Callard, lead of Uptown Sound (Silver medalist 2002), on the Harmonet

ptown Sound had agr eat timeat

the Senecal.and Digtrict pre-lims
this past weekend. Therewasaton of
adversity to overcome. Thedistrict ad-
ministration and the panel deserve seri-
ous accolades for their perseverance
and tenacity against what should have
been amonumental debacle.

Rochester, NY - 3/4 of an inch of
iceon Friday. Power failing, transform-
ers and power lines were exploding
green and orange on the horizon aswe
drovetothecontest site. Thelightswent
out for amoment on one performer.
They continued their st likenothing had
happened and electedtonot doit again.
Thedriveback tothehotd wasterrible!
The power went out at the hotel for a
coupleof minutesbeforethe afterglow
started. Theelevatorswere closed. We
al climbedto thesixthfloor by stairs!
Thestorm continued overnight asit got
colder!

Inthemorning theentire county was
declared a state of emergency. Trees
and power linesweredown coveringa
lot of theroads. The power wasout all
over the place and peoplewerenot al-
lowedtotravel. Thecontest venuewas

closed! It wasturnedinto aRed Cross
shelter with around 300 peopleinit, |
wastold.

What do you do? Well if you area
barbershopper, the show must go on!
Theriserswereretrieved and put into
thesmall stagel essballroom at the ho-
tel. Thefloor was set with seating for
around 200 and the afternoon chorus
contest started as planned! Thejudges
and audience have never been asinti-
meately seated at achoruscontest. It was
very cramped but everyone adjusted
quitewell. The crowd seemed to have
fun as we emceed the session. The
Rochester Chorus won the district
crown.

The quartet finalswere held inthe
same venue. Everything worked out
well. Uptown Sound sang asthey did
thefina tabulation. TheRich-Toneswon
the college contest. From MAD, Rev-
ellleearned theright togoto Montreal
as did the SLD pre-lims champions,
Harmonix. (Our coach Rob Hopkins
quartet!) The awards were presented
and Harmonix invited Uptown Sound
on stage (floor) :) to sing
“Impossible’ with themfor their accep-

tance. Each quartet traded off verses
and sang together aswell. It wasablast!
Thenthe partiesstarted!

| have never inmy lifeseen asmany
hospitality roomsat onecontest! Wedid
aton of them. —wishwehad thetime
todothemall. At about 2:45 am, we
findly retired.

Incidentally it was Rob Hopkins
50th birthday and the Mohawk Valley
Chapter had awonderful cakewith 50
candleswhich nearly resultedinafire
dam. Rob, yagottawork onthebreath
support for the next cake! They pre-
sented Robwithan* over-the-hill” cane
and areally cool water-pressure-cut G
clef and staff metal wall hanging.

The convention was great! The
peoplein SLD weresowarm and kind
to Uptown Sound. What a fortunate
district to be ableto overcomeasitua-
tion that was caused by every Contest
Administrator’ sworst nightmare—an
“actof God!” :)

Thanks SLD for being such troop-
ersand for being such great hosts. We
would comeback anytime!

YMIH Update

Hi, Guysin the Green Mountain Chorus,
Firg of al, many, many thanksfor comingtosingat MMU. It wasfantastic! The parents, the administration, but most of dl
theguysin Men'sChoruslovedit. They wereamazed at your singing. You were ableto demonstrate beautiful tonequdlity,
singing without straining, the power of dynamic contrast, Snging intune, expression and showmanship, and much more.
We must get the guystogether with you again. Weare going to sing “Heart of My Heart (That Gang of Mine)” and“Up
theLazy River” for our June Concert. Any chancethat you know those songs? The guys might be ableto drive down and

meet you for aworkshop sometime.

April 1, 2003

Could we get an e-mail of the picturein the Undertoneright away? Please send toAnne Taylor at VAAE@valley.net.
Sheisthe Vermont coordinator for the Vermont Alliance of Art Education which isassociated with the Kennedy Founda-
tion. Shewill print the picture of you and my guysin the state newd etter. Great PR for you.

Again, Thanks! Andrea[Haulenbeek]

April 8, 2003
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DIRECTOR’s

WOow!

by Greg Morrill, Musical Director
What more can adirector ask?To
have 24 men drive threet+ hours
eachway in someof theworst road
conditionsof thewinter to singtwo
songsisasking alot! Obviously,
thosewho madeit were motivated
todoagood job and that really showed.
There' sno questioninmy mind that our
on-stagerendition of “Rosesof Picardy”
was the best we have ever sung that
song. It wasamazing to observehow that
song cametogether inthewarm-up room.
Eachtimewesangit, it got better! Now
| can’t in honesty say that our perfor-
mance of “Goodbye, Dixie, Goodbye”
wasthe best we' vedone, but it wasstill
on thehigher end of what we rehearsed
and reflected amoretypical reactionto
contest pressure. And the scores re-
flected theimprovement: wewereup a
stepin scoreacrossthe board from last
year with the same number of men on
stage.

I’ [l repeat my specific thanksto the
Central Vermont contingent who made
thearduousjourney and then had to per-
formin TheMusic Man. Wordsfail to
describethat level of commitment.

My apologiesgo out to Dan Venditti
and anyoneelsewho didn’t get notified
of the venue change. As| was making
callsFriday evening, so many already
knew that | didn’t call everyoneand at
least Danwasavictim.

So, thanks, guys, for turning what
could have been an awful experienceinto
an enjoyableexperience. Oneof our fans
(who'sactually thewife of aPittsfield
chorusmember) saiditwell: “1 look for-
wardtoyour performanceand you never
let medown.”

AmMmz VW00
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CONVENTION NEWS

World Har mony Jamboreeisbar-
ber shop with an inter national flair

Looking for a “best of” show?
Don’'t misstheWorld Harmony Jam-
boree at the Montreal convention, to
beheldat 1:30 p.m. duly 4, inthe Bell
Centre. Thisevent hasgathered mo-
mentum every year, and featuresboth
gold medd quartetsand chorusesfrom
SPEBSQSA, Sweet Addinesinterna-
tional and Harmony Inc. The fast-
moving show also presentsthe very
best fromour ffiliatesoversess. Imag-
ine, Four Voicesand A CappellaGold
on the same show with The Masters
of Harmony and Toronto North Metro
choruses. Likeyour barbershopwith
anAdantwig?Thenyou'll loveseeing
and hearing The Tokyo Barbers. Like
surprises? Well ... we can't tell you
everything!

To purchaseticketsor to view the
show lineup, visit the World Harmony
Council web site at
www.worldharmonycouncil.org >
World Harmony Jamboree. Tickets
may also be purchased on the
SPEBSQSA web site Specia Events
page. Eachyear theproceedsfromthis
event formthelion’sshareof outreach
activitiesby theWorld Harmony Coun-
al.

Register for thelnternational Con-
vention

Toregister for the 2003 International
Convention June 29-July 6, 2003,
Montredl, Quebec, call 800.876.7464
x8462 or go online at http://
www.spebsgsa.org/montreal/

[ Courtesy of Reed Sampson’'s
LivewireWeekly NewsfromtheBar-
bershop Harmony Society, April 7,
2003.]
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20 Week Club Winners

Date No Winner Seller
12/10 219 Deana Higgs D. Higgs
12/17 101 Murielle Rugg D. Blouin
1/07 225 Carol Hathaway E. Bechtel
1/14 136 Virginia Charlotte D. Labrecque
1/21 129 Arletta Allen A. Allen
1/28 222 Terry Bechtel E. Bechtel
2/04 119 Bob Goudreau D. Brochu
2/11 231 Randy-Kay Lavalley E. Bechtel
2/18 209 Rick Kotulak J. Walter
2/25 222 Terry Bechtel E. Bechtel
3/04 43 Corrine Bissonette J. Walter
3/11 65 John Huetz J. Huetz
3/18 18 Walter Fisher E. Bechtel
3/25 140 Pat Bates G. Brunell
4/01 116 Andre Blouin D. Blouin
4/08 74 Michael Blouin D. Blouin

|ApriI 29 - Show quartet contest/
(Tuesday) audition
May 2 - 20 Week Club Banquet
(Friday) S. Burlington K of C
May 3 - Saratoga Springs Show
(Saturday) 1:30 and 7:30
Featuring The Boston Common
Contact - Bill Pupkis
wrpupkis@nycap.rr.com
May 31 - 55th Annual Show
(Saturday) Featuring 2002 Champs
Four Voices
June 6 Package Show
(Friday) Morrisville, VT
June 22 Package Show
(Sunday) Tunbridge, VT
June 25 -~ Mini Retreat - Dan
(Wednesday) Signor 7:00 p.m.
St. Francis School
June 29 - 2003 International
July 6 Convention and Contest
MONTREAL! Sign up now!
July 11 National Anthem
(Friday) Vermont EXPOS

Warm up 6:30

July 27-Augest 3 --Harmony College
St. Joseph , Missouri
Sign up now!

August 1 National Anthem
(Friday) Vermont EXPOS
Warm up 6:30
August 8-10 -- Harmony College NE
(Fri. - Sun.) See article this page
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