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District Contest next week!

All you need to know is here
by Jerry Walter and Don Pierce
Asall chorus membersknow, next weekend isthe biggiefor the Northeastern
Didtrict, aswehold our annual Fall Convention and Contest onceagainin Sar-
atoga Springs, New York.

The contest will beheldinthe SaratogaSprings City Center, thesamebuilding
asthe 1998 contest which isshared by the headquarters PRIME Hotel. Most of
the Green Mountain Chorus membersare staying at the Saratoga Downtowner,
two blocks south of the City Center. Thewarm up facility isthe Maple Avenue
(USRt9) Middle Schooal just up theroad from the contest site.

TheDidtrict Quartet contest will beheld beginning Friday evening at 7 o’ clock.
Quartet Finalswill be held Saturday evening. Warm up for quartetsisalso at the
schoal. The District Chorus Contest and Preliminary for next year’sInternational
Conventionand Contestin Louisville, Kentucky.

Friday 10/24 Quartet Contest -
7:00 p.m. - Quartet Contest begins, see page 3 for Order of Appearance.

O50p-mA{approx)EV-Q-sngststh- CVQisnot singing.

46:30 10:00 p.m. (approx) L ake Effect Harmony sing 17th.

Saturday 10/25 GMC Chorus Contest -
845 8:30a.m. - Annual Chorus Breakfast and fun session at Porreca’s, a
downtown Saratogarestaurant, seeside bar for directions.

16:30 10:15 a.m. - Warm-up starts at our Maple Avenue Middle School
dressing room.

11:00 a.m. - Chorus Contest Starts, see page 3 for Order of Appearance

11:45a.m. (approx) - Leavedressing room for picturesand shuttle bus.

12: 15p.m. (approx) - Arrive at Saratoga Springs City Center.

12:3012:15 p.m. (approx) - On stage singing etghth- seventh.

Following the contest the Analysisand Review sessionswill beheldinthe
Grand Bal Room, dl areinvited..
Other tidbits:
0 GMC contest uniformwill bewhite tuxedo shirt, black tuxedo trousers,
paisley vest and bow tie, black socksand black shined shoes
o Pictureswill betaken beforethe contest (at thewarm-up location).
See Contest page 3

Directions to every
place - in Saratoga

Here are the directions you will need to attend
activities next week in Saratoga Springs.

To Saratoga - The simplest and probably fastest:
US 7 south to Vergennes, VT 22 south to Fair
Haven, US 4 west through White Hall to Fort Anne,
atthe lightturn right and take NY 149 to US 9 near
Glens Falls, left on US 9 a few blocks to | 87 South,
go to exit 15.

To City Center parking lot - From exit 15, right off
exit, take NY 50 to fourth light, turn left on Rock
Street, turn right at stop sign. Parking on both sides
is free.

To Maple Avenue School - From exit 15, right off
exit, Take NY 50 south to US 9, right on US 9 North
go about one mile to school on left. From downtown
Saratoga, take Broadway (US 9/NY 50) north to
US 9 branches to the left, take US 9 one mile to
school. School opens at 5 p.m. on Friday.

To Downtowner - From exit 15, right off exit, take
NY 50 past fourth light,, past City Center two blocks
to Division Street on right, turn right and right into
parking lot.

To Grand Union - As for the Downtowner, con-
tinue down Broadway (NY50) about 1.0 mile and
the Grand Uniopnis onthe leftat 120 S. Broadway.
To Porreca’s Restaurant - From Downtowner,
turn right on Broadway (NY 50), go south until
NY 50 turns slightly right (Ballston Avenue), look
for restaurant on left at 12 Ballston Avenue.

From the Grand Union Motel, go north (right) on
S. Broadway to Lincoln Avenue, tumn left and go
about 0.25 mile to Balliston Avenue (NY50), turn
right and look for restaurant on the right.

Inside

Music Team Update October
Chorus Order of Appearance
Quartet Order of Appearance
Good news, bad news!
Attendance summary

A message from Harold
Coming Events

TTTVTTLTT
ENFNF N NEANARN)




The Undertone
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A publication of the Burlington, Vermont
Chapter of SPEBSQSA, Inc., a nonprofit,
charitable and educational organization,
published each Tuesday on which a chapter
meeting is scheduled.

Unless accompanied by a byline, all articles
are written by the editor, who assumes all
responsibility for accuracy and content.
Articles represent the opinions of their authors
and do not necessarily represent the opinions
of the members or officers of the chapter. To
the extent permitted by space, all written
communications received by the editor will
be published. The editor, reserves the right to
edit all copy for punctuation and length.

Deadline for copy is 9:00 p.m. Monday
preceding each issue. Copy is accepted in
the following order of preference: email, IBM
compatible 3.5 diskettes - almost any word
processor, ASCII text; facsimile to 802 985-
8661, oral dictation by phone and, of course,
hard copy.

E-Mail: JerWalter@hotmail.com
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802 859-3403
VP Devel. (Membership) Reid Allen

802 862.-8987
Charlie Church
802 879-1981
Charlie Cerutti
802 485-6924
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Quartet Vice President

Secretary John Zweighaft
802 879-6422
Treasurer Denis Brochu
802 860-6465
Program VP [Vacant]
Members at Large
Al Carpenter Jerry Huetz
Dick Labrecque
Serge Rizzo Jerry Walter

Immediate Past-President Gary Brunell
Additional Officers

Music Team Report - October 2003

The Music Team last met on 10/2/03 at the State complex in Waterbury.
Here are salient points from that meeting:

1. We noted that the Regional Contest / Prelims are early next year
(March 19-20).

2. The Team held a postmortem on the Fall Retreat. We discussed vari-
ous issues ranging from what Gary Bolles was trying to do with the
chorus of the ballad, the fact that Gary liked the preparation the cho-
rus had done, moving on to new areas to conquer (vowel shapes/
sounds), and that Gary pointed at the Leads and Basses as culprits
in the contest song tune-ups. We agreed that we need to do some-
thing to control the length of the lunch hour on Saturday and also keep
guys from leaving at lunch. We discussed having Gary again next
year (he is willing) and decided to address/finalize at the next long
Music Team meeting (December).

3. We reviewed the status of songs for the 2004 Annual Show and feel
encouraged by the progress to-date. Quartet song selection contin-
ues to progress as well. “Birth Of The Blues” was kicked-off on Octo-
ber 1. The VLQ status is encouraging; nine guys have signed up so
far (but no Tenors), We gave “honcho” Dave Stonecliffe some staff-
ing ideas with regard to Tenors and Basses..

4. The Team worked at length on the Fall Contest. Greg felt we were
making progress toward our goal but did “retreat” some at the Re-
treat. We “cemented” the Picardy interpretation on Tuesday, 9/30.
We need to conquer the interpretation so as to not affect the visuals
as we didn’t come out of the Retreat with 100% chorus buy-in. Sec-
tion Leaders were queried for specific problems/comments. We dis-
cussed various song problem areas and traps. Greg will speak per-
sonally to guys with chronic note problems and ask that they not sing
those notes. All should push the use of personal tape recorders at

Music Director Greg Morrill
Assistant Directors Chuck Laufer
Reid Allen Pat Heise

Chorus Coaches Gary Bolles
Pat Heise Steve Janes
Brian O’Leary Steve Plumb
Dan Signor Karen Rourke

rehearsal. It would appear that we will have 37 singers on the contest
stage (T=4;L=11,BR=7; BS =15).

. Feature talent for the 2005 Annual Show - We discussed a bid re-

ceived from Wheelhouse and will propose to the Board that it be
accepted.

Steve Tramack
Learning Tape/Quartet Coordinator [ vacant]

2004 Show Chairman Don Pierce
Harmony Foundation Chairman  Dale Higgs
Sunshine Chairman Gary Brunell
Public Relations Chairman Serge Rizzo
20 Week Club Chairman Dick Labrecque
Uniform Chairman Tif Crowell
Booking Agent Al Carpenter

Section Leaders

Tenor- Chuck Laufer Lead- Neil Cerutti
Baritone- Bob Cauley Bass- Dave Stonecliffe
Librarian John Zweighaft
Chorus Manager Don Pierce
Package Show Producer Charlie Church
Chapter Barbershopper of the year 2002

Al Carpenter

Division Barbershopper of the year 2000
CharlieChurch
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6. We discussed the various holiday season shows and issues of con-
cern for the Music Team (song selection, directors, scripting, em-
cees, contracted sing-a-long and song sheets for same, sound/lights,
quartet availability, etc.,

7. The Team is looking for ideas and thoughts on motivating the guys
for the Fall Contest. Board member suggestions will be welcomed.

8. The date and time of next Music Team meeting will be Tuesday, No-
vember 4 at 6 p.m. at St. Francis School.

Respectfully submitted:

C. Church
Music & Performance VP
10/8/03
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12
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Chapter Name

K022 Lowel,MA

K046 Providence, RI
K084 Poughkeepsie, NY
K092 Manchester, CT

K050 Hanover, NH
K015 Portland, ME

K048 Burlington, VT

K005 Central,CT
K033 Beverly, MA
K025 Concord, MA

K12 Waterbury-Derby CT

K034 Scituate, MA

K058 Portsmouth, NH
K038 Worcester, MA

K072 Pittsfield, MA

K063 Dartmouth, NS

K056 Nashua, NH

K067 SaratogaSprings, NY AAA

Order of chorus appearance
2003 NED International Preliminary Chorus Contest
Saratoga Springs, New York

11a.m. Neoetr October 25, 2003

2002

Mateau ChorusName Director Score
A Gentlemen Songsters Dan Washington 988
AAA Narragansett Bay Chorus Ted Doran 1332
AA  Newyorkers Rene Silverstein 959
AA  Silk City Chorus Jim Curtis, Todd Lamson 1103
A North Country Chordsmen Dan Signor 983
AA  Downeasters Michael Martin 1249
AA  Green Mountain Chorus GregMorrill 1068
A Connecticut YankeeChorus  Sephen Delehanty 1109
AA  Northshoremen GeneAnderson
AA  Soundsof Concord Karen Rourke 1169
A Yetey-Chordsmen 1622
AA  South ShoreMen Of Harmony Donald Taylor 957
A YankeeClipper Chorus Jim Dodge 984
AAA Men of Song Mark Goodney 1028
A BerkshireHillsmen Mike Joyce 1055
AA  Cityof LakesChorus Bill Smart 993
AAA GraniteSatesmen SeveTramack 1446

Racing City Chorus Mike Nichols 1162

Asthe host chapter, Saratoga Springs had the choice of singing first, last, or intheir drawn position. They chosetosing
last.
Thefollowing qudified choruseshave el ected not to sing: Greater Montreal, Springfield, Keene, and al the Sunrise
Divison Choruses (except Dartmouth).
Plateaus are based on membership figuresas of December 31, 2002.
AAA =76 o0rmore

AA

=41-75

A

= 40 or fewer

Order of Quartet appearance

2003 NED Quartet Contest

Semi-finals October 24, 2003
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12.
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Limdight
Yankeelngenuity
New Dimension
Applause
Jacksor Better
SEEYA!
Saratoga Sound
Breskaway
South Side
Bourbon Street
Saltwater Joys
24/7

13.
14.
15
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,

TheAllard Project
Exchange Street
€VQ-Scratched
TheSarliners
Sound Wave
Scollay Square

L akeEffect Har mony
Seventh Wave
Back Bay Four
Top Drawer Four
Theetrix
Momentsin Tyme

Contest from page 1

0 A shuttle buswill be provided between the school and
contest site, Saratoga Springs City Center.

o Therewill be no stage curtain; we will enter from
stageright and exit stageleft, Six to eight sectionsof four step
riserswill be set-up with theendsat 8 feet from the edge of
thestage.

0 Evaluation sessionswith the contest judgeswill most
likely beheld inthe auditorium after the contest - al arewel -
cometo attend.

Section Leaderswill betaking notespertinent to their sec-
tions For moreinformation on the contest weekend, goto the
District Web Site (www.nedigtrict.org), click on Contestsand
then onthe Saratogabutton. Thereyou will find anumber of
sectionsthat will providemuchinformation. TheFal Conven-
tion FAQ section may answer al you ever wanted to know
about the conventionin Saratoga.
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DIRECTOR’s

g Good news, bad
news!

R by Greg Morrill, Music Director

N Inlisteningto my tapeof our fina

E run-throughslast week, | actualy

R was pleasantly surprised. | did not

think we had one of our stronger

rehearsalslast Tuesday with somenew
problemscreepinginthat | hadn't heard
before. However, therun-throughswere
better than | anticipated and that isthe
good news.

The bad news is that our perfor-
mances still have those momentary
lapseswherewe sing below our desired
level. These stand out all-the-more as
we bring our median level higher. And
they are al ajudge needs to hear to
scoreusbelow thelevel weveset for a
god!

So how in the next two weeks can
weeiminatethoselapses?

Firgt, wemust recognizetheeffort and
concentrationit takesto performat our
best leve for theagpproximately fivemin-
uteswell besinging.

Second, use every breath you take
in each song to: refresh your posture,
refreshyour face, and openyour throat.

Third, identify whereineach songyou
begintolosefocusand usethat phrase
asareminder to redoubleyour effort.

Fourth, start visudizing theeffect you

Atendance
40
1 STE
o ] B N
30
25
20
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10
]
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want our performanceto haveonthe
audienceand then picturehow youwant
tolook asyou perform the songs!

A message from
Harold!

Many thanksand sincere apprecia
tion for the cards from the chorus as
well asthosefromindividua members.
They have brought joy to what other-
wise hasbeen arather long, arduous,
frustrating and sometimesvery difficult
three month hospital stay in Montréal
at TheMontréa General Hospitdl.

Whiledtill inthehospital, and expect
to befor sometimeto come, my over-
all gtuation hasimproved to the extent
that last Thursday | was transferred
back tothe BromeMississquoi Perkins
hospital in Cowansville, whichisalot
closertohomeand muchessier onCam.
| canst upwithassstancebut still can-
not stand or walk. Amworking likethe
devil to rectify thissituation but who
knowshow long it will takeor what the
futureholds.

Vigtorswould not beunwe comeand
if any of you happentobeinthearea,
andfed soinclined, I'monthesecond
floor, room 253.

Sorry that | can't make competition
thistimearound. Undergtandthat you've
al beenworking very hardwiththeaim
of coming back with aribbon. Good
Luck and knock their socks off!

Best wishestoyoudl.
Regards,
Harold

[Haroldissuffering from arare (two
men in a million) disorder called
Cushing’sdisease, caused by atumor
onthe pituitary gland. Symptomsin-
clude weight gain, pain, fatigue and
mood swings. Treatment can be by
medication, radiation or surgery. Ed.]
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November 18
(Tuesday)

November 29
(Saturday)

November 30

(Sunday)

December 6
(Saturday)

December 7
(Sunday)

December 13
(Saturday)

December 14
(Sunday)
December 16

(Tuesday)

December 20
(Saturday)

December 23
(Tuesday)

January ?

January 31
(Saturday)

February 14
(Saturday)

March 19-20
(Fri. - Sat.)

April 17-17
(Fri. - Sat.)

April 30
(Friday)

- Early Singout

Ruggles House UVM

S. Prospect St and Robinson
Parkway, Burlington
Warm up 6:30

- Holiday Ensemble

University Mall 2-5 p.m.

- Holiday Ensemble

University Mall 2-5 p.m.

-- Annual Holiday Show

3 p.m. North Avenue Alliance
Church, Burlington
7 p.m. Hunger Mountain
Christian Assembly,

Waterbury Center.

- Elks Memorial Service

Warm up 12:30

- Holiday Ensemble

University Mall 2-5 p.m.

- Vergennes Holiday Show

2:00 p.m.
Vergennes Opera House

-- First 20 Week Club

Drawing

-- Holiday Ensemble

University Mall 2-5 p.m.

-- Caroling

Place(s) to be determined

2004

- Installation Banquet

- Great Northern Harmony

Wor kshop, Montréal
with Uptown Sound

-- Singing Valentines

- NED Prelims, VLQ and

Western Division
Contests, Albany area

- NED Regional Convention

and Contest, Nashua, N.H.

- 20 Week Club Banquet
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