Welcome to the February 22, 2010 edition of the Green Mountain Chorus eTone.   
	Sign-Ups (Your chance to “curl” Saturday)!
Two sign-up lists are currently available.  The first is for our annual curling adventure this Saturday, Feb. 27, at 3:00 p.m. in Bedford, PQ.  See Bob Grevatt for directions and things to bring, wear, etc.  The second sign-up list circulating is for the Division contest on April 10 "near" Lowell, MA (that's right, the contest site is still not firm) . The early registration fee for the contest will be $20.00 and your chapter's Board has agreed to pay 50%.  But we've got to know who is going so that we can sign everyone up (plus guests) and pay the fee.  Chapter Secretary Jerry Walter will be "honchoing" the sign-ups and collecting your portion
	Calendar

Feb. 27 – Curling in Bedford, Quebec
Mar. 9 – Coaching with Karen Rourke
Apr. 10 - Spring Contest in ???
Apr. 30 - 20 Week Club Banquet
May 1 – Memorial Service for Denise Grevatt
May 15 – Annual Show
 
 

	Tuesday Rehearsal
New Songs in Seats: Rock Around the Clock, Rock & Roll Medley, One Fine Day
New songs on the risers: Beach Boys Medley, Trickle
Contest Review: Rainbow
Inspirational Review: It is well with my soul
Section Rehearsals:  Rock Around the Clock, One Fine Day
Barbershop Olympics!
Vocal Craft (Pat Heise)
Contest and coaching suggestions that have been brought up by the fall contest judges and Karen.
*The biggest was the match of vowel sounds especially the oo vowel!
*Dipthongs were not moved at the same time.  
*Word endings were not finished.  
*There was tension and too much chest voice on high notes.
*Synchronization was an issue in the up tune.
For more details see full article below
20 Week Club Winners!
Week 1 number 224 Trish Pullman Sold by Dick Labrecque
Week 2 number 218 Ron Blouin Sold By Dan Blouin
Week 3 number 38 Michelle Kolinich  Sold by Dan Venditti
Week 4 number 74 Linday Delaricheliere Sold by Dan Venditti
Week 5 number 38 Michelle Kolinich Sold by Dan Venditti
Week 6 number 22 Riverbend Store Sold by Charlie Cerutti
Week 7 number  7 Dee Brooks  Sold by John Villere 
Annual Show Ads and Ticket Sales (Jerry Huetz)
We are off and running with ad sales and ticket sales for the Annual Show.  As my first manager told me, the elements of selling boil down to: enthusiasm, and asking for the business.  His analogy (cleaned up a bit) was that of a man walking down the street and upon meeting a lady he would ask for some candy; now not everyone he met gave him some candy, but by the end of the day, he ended up with a lot of candy.
Make a list of prospects and ask them to buy tickets to the show or an ad for the show program.  You will get either a yes or a no.  Remember our First Night performances--the crowds gave us a standing ovation---  It's going to be a great Show and if everyone is doing their share it will be even greater!
Clem’s Out of Order! (Jerry Huetz)
Our own Clem Turmel will be performing in the Essex Community Players production of "Out of Order", a farce, on March 4-7, and 11-14.  Clem plays the role of a Labour Junior Minister, Mr. Willey, aka known as "Dickie", whose one-nighter with a secretary turns into one stickey wicket. Tickets are $13, $11 for seniors over 55.
Singing Valentines 
“I wanted to be sure to send over the short video I took during your encore, as well as the photos.  High Voltage was excellent!  I’m sure you were busy over the long weekend.  Here is the link to the video on Youtube http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xeE5ZI0t_A8 and the photos are attached.” – Lake Champlain Chocolates
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Caption anyone?  Prizes are offered!
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Letter to Dr. Ruth (Walter Crowley)
[image: image5.jpg]QM&@%

Hotate
st SF KA
mwh a x W%f»v
He past 22




e-mail etiquette (Mitch Stern)
We rely very heavily on E-mail to keep the chorus and quartets running. However, many members are doing things which seriously reduce the effectiveness of this form of communication. 
First and foremost, make sure you check your E-mail daily! If you only look at your E-mail once in a blue moon (bad pun) or let items in your in-box age like fine wine, that will not work. Someone is expecting you to receive a piece of information in a timely manner. If you are not willing to read it in a timely manner then don’t use E-mail.
Second, realize that E-mail is not 100% reliable. Bombcast regularly loses E-mails and I often do not get mail that someone said they sent. And, when you type in an E-mail address (bad idea), spelling counts! Our Valentine’s Quartet almost didn’t get it together in time due to E-mails with mistyped addresses. Always adopt the send-respond procedure. Whenever a non-broadcast E-mail is sent, ALWAYS respond immediately. This acknowledges to the sender that you actually received and saw the message. When I send a message to someone, if I do not see an answer in a day or so, I send it again. Some brand me as a real PIA when I do this, but the reason I do this is that I assume that when I do not receive a reply, the original message got lost.
The third thing is to NOT send broadcasts to the whole chorus. We have the E-Tone for that. The only reason for a broadcast otherwise is if something important comes up and everyone needs to know about it immediately. And a message to the entire chorus should be about singing or chapter business and not anything else. We all get too much junk mail as it is. If you need to respond to the originator of a broadcast E-mail, never, never use “reply to all”, unless your response has key information for each and every member of the chorus. If you do not receive the E-Tone for some reason, it is made available on the web site a few hours after it was sent, so look for it there.
And to keep things in perspective, we all should be spending more time practicing singing our songs and less time on the computer     


Vocal Craft - Continued (Pat Heise)
Suggestions from the judges and coach on how to work on these areas:
*Work on each vowel sound-listening and looking at each other as you form and sing it. Create the "inside smile"!  The feeling of the space in the back of the mouth when you yawn, the raising of the eyebrows (also helps to make it look like you are smiling), the tongue resting gently on the lower gum ridge, and the upper lip raised off the teeth will facilitate giving you this space and "inside smile" to create a clear tone and the ability to shape the vowel sounds and some singable consonants.
*Work on the turning of dipthongs (two vowel sound words such as "sigh" - "s ah ee" - If this in not turned at the same time by everyone this will distort the chord that it is being sung on. Watch the director as to when to turn the sound if it is on a held note.  If they are within the rhythm of the song we will have to work together to see if everyone is turning and singing all the sounds together.
*Word endings-Need to finish the words but also need to be done at the same time as in the turning of dipthongs.  So being aware of the timing of the phrases as they are being directed and watching for cutoffs of words and/or phrase endings.
*Synchronization is also all a part of the above issues as well and when doing an up-tune all singing on the same beat and keeping up.
*Need to keep the tension out of the high notes- Do not bring the chest voice up to sing these notes but put them in the head voice.
Karen has touched on all of these points as well and if you remember when she puts her hands above her cheeks and under her eyes and encourages you to think about singing in that upper space.  She also encourages the use of "the lips, the teeth, the tip of the tongue"  to sing through your songs.
In other words-don't flap the jaw and with the open inner space (inside smile)use the lips, teeth and tongue to form the sounds your are singing.  
So when warm-up exercises or work on phrases in songs are being done they are generally being done to help facilitate getting a better skill base in one or more of the areas mentioned above.  


As always send any input to me by 4:00 on Mondays! 
Greg
