Welcome to the March 8, 2010 edition of the Green Mountain Chorus eTone.   
	XTRA: Karen Rourke Rescheduled to 3/16
Due to scheduling problems, Karen requested that we move her coaching session to next week.  So please make every effort to be here next Tuesday!  We can use this extra time this Tuesday to better groove some of her suggestions from January!
	Calendar

Mar. 10* - Music Team Meeting in Waterbury
Mar. 16* – Coaching with Karen Rourke
Apr. 10 - Spring Contest in Billerica, MA
Apr. 30 - 20 Week Club Banquet
May 1 – Memorial Service for Denise Grevatt
May 15 – Annual Show
Jul. 13* - Early Bird Sing-out at Wake Robin
Jul. 23* - Package Show in St Albans
Jul. 29* - National Anthem at VT Mountaineers
Aug. 13* - Package Show in Essex Junction
Oct. 22-23 – District Contest in Portland, ME
 
 

	Tuesday Rehearsal
New Songs in Seats: Rock Around the Clock, Rock & Roll Medley, One Fine Day
New songs on the risers: Beach Boys Medley, Trickle
Contest Review (Karen prep): Rainbow and Trolley
Inspirational Review: It is well with my soul
Section Rehearsals:  Rock Around the Clock, One Fine Day
New Music Status
It is obvious that not everyone is using the learning CDs regularly!  The annual show is 2 months away.  During  those two months we’ve got to get out-of-spots on the 3 newest songs (Clock, One Fine, and the R&R Medley), dust off a couple of oldies (Banana Boat, Ob La Di), polish up the other new songs, and, oh yes, compete in a contest!  The only way we’ll accomplish all that is if you listen to those CD’s!  If you wonder why certain members of your section seem to already know the notes on some of these songs, it’s probably because they have listened to their CDs!  Please join them and make it a regular part of your weekly schedule.
Vocal Craft (Pat Heise)
Contest and coaching suggestions that have been brought up by the fall contest judges and Karen.
*The biggest was the match of vowel sounds especially the oo vowel!
*Dipthongs were not turned at the same time.  
*Word endings were not finished.  
*There was tension and too much chest voice on high notes.
*Synchronization was an issue in the up tune.
For more details see full article below
20 Week Club Winners!
Week 1 number 224 Trish Pullman Sold by Dick Labrecque
Week 2 number 218 Ron Blouin Sold By Dan Blouin
Week 3 number 38 Michelle Kolinich  Sold by Dan Venditti
Week 4 number 74 Linday Delaricheliere Sold by Dan Venditti
Week 5 number 38 Michelle Kolinich Sold by Dan Venditti
Week 6 number 22 Riverbend Store Sold by Charlie Cerutti
Week 7 number  7 Dee Brooks  Sold by John Villere 
20 Week Club Second Chance! (John Villere)
Less than 8 weeks until April 30.  That's the date of the 20 Week Club Banquet and the $1000 prize drawing.  The problem is that we never sold some of the tickets this year.
If each chorus member took responsibility for just one more ticket all would be sold.  If you or one of your ticket holders is planning to pay the meal cost to bring a guest to the banquet, perhaps buying another ticket would make sense.  Maybe there is a friend, relative or neighbor who you had thought of asking but just never got around to it.
Drawings begin again on Tuesday March 9.  Any tickets remaining unsold at that time go into a pool from which winnings will be distributed proportionately among members who buy into the pool and the chapter.
If you are willing to commit to one or more tickets, or if you would like to participate in the drawing pool (provided there are unsold tickets remaining) please contact me ASAP by email or by calling 802-891-7176. 
Annual Show Ads and Ticket Sales (Jerry Huetz)
We are off and running with ad sales and ticket sales for the Annual Show.  As my first manager told me, the elements of selling boil down to: enthusiasm, and asking for the business.  His analogy (cleaned up a bit) was that of a man walking down the street and upon meeting a lady he would ask for some candy; now not everyone he met gave him some candy, but by the end of the day, he ended up with a lot of candy.
Make a list of prospects and ask them to buy tickets to the show or an ad for the show program.  You will get either a yes or a no.  Remember our First Night performances--the crowds gave us a standing ovation---  It's going to be a great Show and if everyone is doing their share it will be even greater!
Clem’s Out of Order! (Jerry Huetz)
Our own Clem Turmel will be performing in the Essex Community Players production of "Out of Order", a farce, on March 4-7, and 11-14.  Clem plays the role of a Labour Junior Minister, Mr. Willey, aka known as "Dickie", whose one-nighter with a secretary turns into one stickey wicket. Tickets are $13, $11 for seniors over 55.
Vocal Craft - Continued (Pat Heise)
Suggestions from the judges and coach on how to work on these areas:
*Work on each vowel sound-listening and looking at each other as you form and sing it. Create the "inside smile"!  The feeling of the space in the back of the mouth when you yawn, the raising of the eyebrows (also helps to make it look like you are smiling), the tongue resting gently on the lower gum ridge, and the upper lip raised off the teeth will facilitate giving you this space and "inside smile" to create a clear tone and the ability to shape the vowel sounds and some singable consonants.
*Work on the turning of dipthongs (two vowel sound words such as "sigh" - "s ah ee" - If this in not turned at the same time by everyone this will distort the chord that it is being sung on. Watch the director as to when to turn the sound if it is on a held note.  If they are within the rhythm of the song we will have to work together to see if everyone is turning and singing all the sounds together.
*Word endings-Need to finish the words but also need to be done at the same time as in the turning of dipthongs.  So being aware of the timing of the phrases as they are being directed and watching for cutoffs of words and/or phrase endings.
*Synchronization is also all a part of the above issues as well and when doing an up-tune all singing on the same beat and keeping up.
*Need to keep the tension out of the high notes- Do not bring the chest voice up to sing these notes but put them in the head voice.
Karen has touched on all of these points as well and if you remember when she puts her hands above her cheeks and under her eyes and encourages you to think about singing in that upper space.  She also encourages the use of "the lips, the teeth, the tip of the tongue"  to sing through your songs.
In other words-don't flap the jaw and with the open inner space (inside smile)use the lips, teeth and tongue to form the sounds your are singing.  
So when warm-up exercises or work on phrases in songs are being done they are generally being done to help facilitate getting a better skill base in one or more of the areas mentioned above.  


As always send any input to me by 4:00 on Mondays!
Greg
