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COMING UP-ANDREW’'SESSENTIAL EVENTS*

Monday, September 11, 2006 Guest Night Eglise St-Sixte
October 13-14, 2006 Fall Forward 2006 Church of St. Augustine, 176 Westcliffe, Pointe Claire
October 27-29, 2006 60™ District Convention and Contest Providence, RI
December 2, 2006 Christmas Benefit Concert Eglise St-Sixte
December 10, 2006 Performance at Montreal Museum of Fine Arts Time to be confirmed
December 16, 2006 CarolCade First and Last stops Gare Centrale
April 13-15, 2007 Western Regional Convention Albany NY area [Location to be determined)]
October 12-14, 2007 Fall Forward 2007 Ermitage St-Croix, Pierrefonds
October 19-21, 2007 District Convention and Contest Montreal, Quebec
*NOTE: It isyour duty to inform your Section L eader as soon asyou know you will miss any rehearsal or event.

COMING UP - OPTIONAL, BUT FUN and EDUCATIONAL EVENTS

Satur day, September 30, 2006 Hanover, NH Chapter Show with Realtime Tickets on sale NOW!

January 21-28, 2007 Mid Winter Convention Albuguerque, NM (Featuring a“ Traditional Quartet Contest)
July 1-8, 2007 69" Annual Barbershop Harmony Society International Convention Denver, CO

July 29-August 5, 2007 Harmony University, Missouri Western State University, St. Joseph, MO

June 29-July 6, 2008 70™ Annual Barbershop Harmony Society International Convention Nashville, TN
June 28-July 5, 2009 71st Annual Barbershop Harmony Society International Convention Anaheim, CA
June 27-July 4, 2010 72™ Annual Barbershop Harmony Society International Convention Philadelphia, PA
July 3-July10, 2011 73 Annual Barbershop Harmony Society International Convention Kansas City, MO

Artificial Intelligence is no match for Natural Stupidity

Welcome aboard, Andrew Mangal.

At the Board meeting last Monday, and the rehearsal that
followed, we welcomed Andrew M angal as our Director.
Andrew is a graduate of McGill University in Music and
was the director of eFusion, aMcGill A Cappella group.
He and some other McGill grads founded Ardesco in
2005, and they appeared on our show last June, as well as
the West Island Sweet Ads show. Andrew has done
arrangements for them.

While heisjust learning the barbershop style, we can be
confident that he will come to enjoy it as much as we do.

Andrew led us for most of last week’s rehearsal and the
members all seemed to enjoy his style.

The agreement with Andrew is until the end of December,
at which time the Board and he will discuss how things are

going, and make a decision on continuing or not. If things
continue as they did last week, it will be a no brainer!

Thanksto Lindsay Chartier and Drew Wheaton for their
offer to co-direct while we werelooking for a director. We
werefortunate to be able to get Andrew right away.

We started learning Lullaby.

Last week we started to learn the Kirby Shaw arrangement
of “Lullaby,” by Billy Jodl. It isafun piece, and one we
will do well with. Thiswas Andrew Mangal’ s first evening
with us, and he decided to try us out on a new piece. We did
pretty well with it.

If you werethere last week, you have probably been doing
some loo-1oos, and even trying the words.

To get the Mini-Pitch by email, send your email addressto
imphillips@videotron.ca

We sing every Monday at Eglise St-Sixte
1895, rue de'Eglise, St. Laurent, Quebec
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Thereis agreat arrangement by Kirk Young that The Gas 4. Although the mouth must be open wide, it is not how
House Gang included on their last CD. It isobviously a wideit is open but the shape that is most important.

little different than the Kirby Shaw arrangement, but also

Every vowel can be sung with one of three mouth shapes:

is afun song. round (example—"oh"), square (example— "ih" asin sit)
So, after afun first week, what will happen tonight? Just and oblong (example—"ah"as in pop). Refinements to form
wait and see! each specific vowel sound are made by the degree to which
. thetongueis arched in the mouth, and the degree to which

Vowel matching. thejaw is dropped. For instance, both the "oh" sound and
By Tom Raburn (From the Big D Bulletin) the "00" (asin moon) sound are made with the round mouth

) shape, but the "oh" sound is made with the mouth as open
Question: When does 2 + 2 = 57 Answer: When _ as possible while the "00" sound is made with the smallest,
barbershop harmony is sung correctly, creating harmonic most rounded shape.

overtones and "expanded sound."

One of the most important factors in the achievement of
choral blend and expanded sound is unity of vowel sounds.
Vowels are what we sing and sustain, separated by

As we sing the songs in our repertoire, keep in mind the
basic mechanics of producing vowel sounds and think about
the target vowel sound for each word in the song. Properly
matched vowels can enable our chorus of 20-something

consonants to make words. When we match vowel sounds, men to "fill the hall" and create the expanded sound that

we create like harmonics and the sound expands in

makes barbershop harmony so much fun to sing and hear.

intensity through reinforcement. In singing, vowels are ]
created through the natural resonance of the human vocal M ember ship Scoreboard. we started at 32

tract. Thetongue, lips and jaw are used to fashion the
resonators into their vowel shapes. Some basic rulesto
follow when forming vowel sounds are: Last

1

3.

INew members= 2 Membersin process= 2 Current = 30

Guests=0 Returning=2 Follow ups=0
week:

Vittorio (Vito) Salvatore indicated that he will bejoining
the chapter, and that he will rejoin the Society in plenty of
time to compete with usin the spring.

When producing all vowel sounds, thetip of the
tongue should be placed gently on the lower gum
ridge, with the tip barely touching the base of the
lower teeth. This helps keep the throat open so the

vocal chords can vibrate naturally through the AndrewMangal will also bejoining the Society prior to
resonators (mouth, throat, and sinus cavities). our next competition.

Thejaw should be allowed to relax naturally with a Talk to somebody about barbershop this week! Our target
swinging down and back mation. for membersthisyear isfor a7 member NET INCREASE

by the end of 2006. We have had a couple of members, who

Thelips should leave the teeth uncovered. forgot to pay their dues, so we are down in membership!

Hereisour current repertoirelist: [mp3] means that the mp3 fileis on the Members' Only web site

Beautiful Dreamer [mp3] Orange Coloured Sky [mp3]
Before The Parade Passes By [mp3] Overture [mp3]

Chances Are [mp3] Que reste-t-il de nos amours [mp3]
Exactly Like Y ou [mp3] Sixteen Tons [mp3]

Give My Regards To Broadway [mp3] The Impossible Dream [mp3]
Hello [mp3] The Star Spangled Banner

Hello Mary Lou [mp3] Tonight [mp3]

It Don't Mean A Thing [mp3] Witchcraft [mp3]

Keep The Whole World Singing [mp3] You'll Never Walk Alone [mp3]
O Canada Hush-a-Bye Mountain [mp3]
Happy Go Lucky Lane[mp3] What Child is this/Child of the Poor [mp3]

Practice is something we do at home, every day, between rehearsals!
Rehear sal is what we do Monday evenings, where we reinforce what we have been practising every day!

Hubert Brossoit, President Murray Phillips, Editor of the Mini Pitch
http://www.nedistrict.org/montreal/ 433 Devon Drive

Our Chapter was 55 years old on March 13, 2005  Email us at gmc_icc@videotron. ca Dollard des Ormeaux, QC H9G 1L5 CANADA




