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HCNE 2018 

COURSE 
DESCRIPTIONS 

v.14.ss 2018-0719 – 1300h 

Friday Evening Classes 
How to Be a Great Tenor (1.5 hour): Everyone 
Instructor: Tim Reynolds (Tenor, Category 4) 
We all know how important a great tenor is to barbershop. They add the sparkle to the sound! If you aspire to be a 
great tenor, this is your class. 
 
How to Be a Great Lead (1.5 hour): Everyone 
Instructor: Tim Brooks (Lead, Category 4) 
For most ensembles, so goes the Lead(s), so goes the group. Learn the secrets of what makes a great 
Lead singer. 
 
How to Be a Great Baritone (1.5 hour): Everyone 
Instructor: Clay Hine (Baritone, Category 4) 
Most members of the Society can't imagine using "great" and "bari" together in the same sentence. The truly great 
baritones make themselves great by getting out of the way and making the chords ring. If you sing bari, this is the 
class for you. 
 
How to Be a Great Bass (1.5 hour): Everyone 
Instructor: Kirk Young (Bass, Category 4) 
Every group needs a great foundation, which is provided by the bass. Get some tips on how to become the best 
bass you can be. 
 
How Do I Start a Quartet? (1.5 hour): Everyone 
Instructor: Karen Rourke 
Have you ever thought about starting your own quartet?  Do you have other guys who want to sing with you, but you 
just don’t know how to get started?  Karen will discuss the various topic of importance when considering this next 
great step in your Barbershop journey.  The course will deal with topics such as resources, approaches, 
personalities, listening skills, relationships, and goals. 
 
HXNE/HCNE/DCNE Adult Chorus Rehearsal (1.5 hour)  
Instructor: Joe Hunter 
This class is open to all attendees of HCNE and will include interested adult participants in the HX Camp Northeast.  
The course consists of two 90-minute rehearsals under the direction of Joe Hunter.  Participants will be sent music 
and will be expected to have it learned.  Learn from one of the great directors in the Society.  The combined 
HXNE/HCNE/DCNE Adult Chorus will perform as part of the Big Saturday Night Show. (Learning media sent upon 
registration) 
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Make it Authentic (1.5 hours) Everyone 
Instructor: Gary Plaag 
Authenticity in performance is one of the main pillars of the Performance Category. This class explores the 
characteristics that make a performance authentic and believable, including effective song and performance 
planning long before the actual performance goes on stage.  Attendees will also evaluate video quartet and chorus 
performances for authenticity and believability. 

Saturday Full Day Track 

Quartet Coaching 
Instructors: Category 4 and friends 
Bring your quartet – all four are invited (even your baritone!) to come and learn from our staff of amazing 
coaches.  Bring your problems and an open mind, and you’ll be sure to learn something.  And I think you’ll 
have fun along the way… 
 
Directors Track 
Dan Falcone and Joe Hunter 
Joe Hunter will focus his roundtable on uncovering the mysteries of the new performance category.  Since he 
is also a trained CDWI coach, the afternoon will include 1-on-1 time with him watching a video of you 
conducting, either that day or another video you bring.  Talk about individual value! 
 

Saturday Classes 
(in alphabetical order by class name) 

 
Beating Stage Fright (1.5 hours): Everyone 
Instructor: Liane Iannuzzo 
If you would like to reduce your fear of singing or speaking in front of people, this class is for you!  We will look 
at how what stage fright really is, and how your identity, state and beliefs influence your reactions in front of a 
crowd.  We will also learn some exercises and tricks to help us be calmer when the time comes.  Even if your 
stage fright is minimal and you just want more confidence speaking or singing in public, come check out this 
class.   
 
Building Resonance Workshop (1.5 Hours) 
Instructor: Liane Iannuzzo 
This is a fun, hands-on class that will explore resonance concepts, including singing techniques designed to 
maximize resonance, ensemble blend and expansion.  Everybody gets to participate and receive individual 
singing tips to help you match others and create the most resonant sound possible.  Learn how little it takes to 
create a bigger, fuller sound! 
 
Finding Your Middle Voice (1.5 Hours) 
Instructor: Joey Constantine 
Each part of our range has unique, fantastic qualities.  We’re always fine within each individual part, but 
sometimes switching from lower to higher notes and vice versa can be challenging.  Finding Your Middle Voice 
gives exercises in how to sing through your vocal break.  It identifies the vocal registers and gives specific 
exercises that help a singer use a mixed tone to create a unified voice throughout their range. 
 



HCNE2018 – Courses – v.14.ss – 0719 – 1300h - Page 3 of 4 
 

 
HXNE/HCNE/DCNE Adult Chorus Rehearsal  
Instructor: Joe Hunter 
This class is open to all attendees of HCNE and also will include interested adult participants in the HX Camp 
Northeast.  The course consists of two 90-minute rehearsals under the direction of Joe Hunter.  Participants 
will be sent music and will be expected to have it learned.  Learn from one of the great directors in the Society.  
The combined HXNE/HCNE/DCNE Adult Chorus will perform as part of the Big Saturday Night Show. 
 
It’s All About… The Best Show! (1.5 Hours) 
Instructor: Dianne Brooks and Jim Dodge 
For most of us, we sing because we want to share it with the world.  And wouldn’t we all love to make our 
audiences have even more fun at our shows?  Dianne is here to help you with tried and true techniques for 
WOW-ing all of your audiences and leaving them begging for more! 
 
The MC - Do’s & Don’ts - Maybe the most important part of the show! (1.25 hours) 
Instructor:  Mike Maino 
Every chorus or quartet spokesperson should take this course on how to enhance the musical, or total 
presentation of your group. Geared towards barbershop shows, smaller gigs, conventions, and other events. 
This course is intended to increase your knowledge of what the audience needs and wants to know about our 
style of music. Then the best way for you to get that message across, and keep the show moving! This class 
should be fun, easy and let you have more confidence in how you address an audience. 
 
Points Up for Grabs! (1.5 hours): Everyone 
Instructor: Karen Rourke  
How many quartets and choruses out there say, “Man, if only I could make it through that next barrier, only 1 or 
2 more points would get us there.”  Through this class, Karen discusses many of the basic, core necessities 
that everyone could do and should focus on in any group.  Who knows – maybe this class will be the ticket to 
your group making it to the next level! 
 
Song Themes in Performance (1.5 hours) 
Instructor:  Diane Patterson 
What are song themes? Why are they important?  Discussion and identification of song themes, and 
appropriate presentation for each one.  Determination of how to do your performance the natural, comfortable, 
believable way.  You'll have a chance to see sample performances of each song theme. 
 
Sound Management - 1 and 2 (3 Hours – total/combo) 
Instructor: Rik Johnson 
SM-1: Based on the course from Harmony University, this class focuses on the individual vocal skills 
associated with creating a better choral tone and how to teach the skills in both a group (full chorus / small 
group) setting and one-on-one.  Topics: (1) Tension release and alignment, (2) breathing (support/control), (3) 
tone (onset of, sustaining, registers, releasing), (4) resonance, (5) addressing choral issues caused by tone 
production. 
 

Sound Management 2 (combo with I) 
SM-II: Based on the class from Harmony University, this class focuses on the ensemble vocal skills 
associated with creating a better choral tone and how to teach the skills in a group (full chorus / small 
group) setting.  Topics: (1) Vowel/formant matching, (2) word sounds/synchronization, (3) just 
intonation/tuning/chord balancing, (4) riser stacking, (5) classifying voices/dealing with problem voices. 
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The Art of Performance  (3 hours) 
Instructor:  Gary Plaag 
This class explores the main pillars of the Performance Category, including characteristics that make a 
performance rewarding and fulfilling for an audience. Characteristics such as entertainment value, audience 
rapport and engagement, expressiveness, visual/vocal agreement, authenticity and believability, creativity, 
character development, and comedic impact will be discussed. Attendees will review various video 
performances of barbershop and other musical genres. 
  
The Quartet Experience (1.5 hours) Everyone 
Instructor: Eric Ruthenberg 
Want to start a quartet but not sure how? Bought the socks and wondering what to do next? Long time quartter 
and arranger Eric Ruthenberg (Overdrive, Average Joes) will take you through all the things! From choosing a 
name to choosing music; contests, shows, and rehearsing; how to treat your baritone, and much much more!  
 
The Stage Voice, and Its Effect on Singing (1.5 Hours) 
Instructor: Dianne Brooks and Jim Dodge 
Have you ever talked to an actor in a play or musical, and noticed how different they sounded on and off the 
stage?  Are they really doing anything that differently?  What is it that changes their voice from a face-to-face 
conversational one, to one that belongs on Broadway?  And how can we as singers use this knowledge to our 
advantage?  Find out how the STAGE VOICE improves both your singing and your ensemble 
 
Vocal Production- It’s Like Building a House (1.5 Hours) 
Instructor: Joey Constantine 
Would you try to decorate a living room before it’s built?  How about building the second floor before the first?  
Ever tried to live comfortably in a house that wasn’t quite finished?  Well, sometimes when we sing, this 
happens if we aren’t fully prepared with the foundational skills before we try to do the rest.  This class talks 
about all the building blocks that are used in the Singing Category and how we need to build on a solid 
foundation before we can decorate any rooms. 
 
Woodshedding and Me (1.5 hours): Everyone 
Instructor: Karen Rourke  
Learn the simple guidelines that make woodshedding, or “harmonizing with other barbershoppers,” easier? 
What should you listen for? When should you move to a different note? What should that note be? What is 
implied harmony? What is the 'harmony highway' and how can you hear it and use it? How is woodshedding 
each part different?  Get ready to come and explore the original roots of barbershop! 


