
Page | 1 

 

  

 NED’s NEWS      
A monthly newsletter for members of the 
Northeastern District of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 

January 2018  Vol 1 Issue 1    

In This Issue 

• Letter from the 

President 

• Meet Alan Briand 

• Important Dates 

• Chapter News 

• Quartet News 

 

 

District Web Page 
www.nedistrict.org 

Society Web Page 
www.barbershop.org 

Contact Us 

For submission of 
articles, and other 

information: 
elfritze@gmail.com 

 

 

Letter from the President 
Members and friends of the Northeastern District: 

Happy New Year! 

My name is Ed Fritzen and it will be my honor to serve the Northeastern District 

as your president in 2018.  I’m looking forward to the challenge, and I am 

confident that we’ll have a very successful year in 2018.   One of my goals for 

2018 is to increase communication between your board of directors and the 

members of our district.  This newsletter is the first attempt at improving 

communication.   It is my hope that the newsletter will be issued monthly and will 

be sent via email to everyone in the district.  In the newsletter you’ll find news 

about our district, important dates of our district events, quartet news and contact 

information.  It will serve as a supplement to all the other great information 

provided by our VP of Marketing and PR, Steve Salamin, on our webpage and 

through our Facebook Page. You’ll also find links in this newsletter to those sites. 

More importantly, however, this newsletter is to serve the members of our district 

and will be a means for getting the word out to rest of the district of all the great 

programs that are happening in NED at the district, chapter and quartet levels.  I 

encourage everyone who has news to report to submit to me short articles, and 

even pictures that can be published here.  You’ll note that this first newsletter is 

kind of lacking in that kind of information, and I’m counting on all of you to help 

me with additional, interesting content that you’d like to share with the rest of the 

District.  I’m hoping everyone in the NED will begin to look forward to receiving 

this newsletter and I welcome your comments on how we can improve our 

communications. 

As we start 2018, the district does face some considerable challenges. One of the 

biggest challenges we have is to reverse the trend of declining membership. This 

has resulted in a decrease in participation at all our district events. We rely on 

participation to help fund the programs of the District and if we don’t increase our 

participation we will no longer be able to provide the resources and programs all 

our chapters need to be successful.  We as a board are well aware of our finances 

and we’re making every effort to control expenses so that we can continue to 

provide our programs and conventions at a reasonable cost.  We will also make 

every attempt to keep everyone well informed of all our events, schools, and 

conventions well in advance so that everyone will have time to plan to attend.  We 

also realize that we need to do a better job of making all our events more 

compelling so not only our members, but our friends, associate members and 

families would also want to attend.  So, I have a challenge for everyone in the 

NED.  If we communicate better with the members of the district and provide the 

required information in a timely manner to all our events, AND make every effort 

to make them all very compelling and worthwhile to attend, will you consider 
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participating in a convention, contest, or district school in 2018?  I realize that we 

all can’t do everything either from a standpoint of time or finances, but I hope 

everyone would consider attending one of our District events in 2018, especially if 

you haven’t been to one in a number of years. I believe we first need to make our 

events attractive to our current members before we can hope to attract new 

members to the Society and the Northeastern District.     

Finally, I just want to remind everyone not to forget the reason we all are 

barbershoppers. We love to sing!  We have the greatest gift in the world, the 

ability to impact and influence lives with our singing.  Everything else we do is 

secondary, but in some way allows us to share this gift to the best of our ability.  

Our Society’s vision is simple.  “Everyone in Harmony.”   Let’s start in 2018 with 

“Everyone in the Northeastern District in Harmony.”  It will be a good start! 

Here’s to a great 2018 

Yours in Harmony, 

Ed 

 
Editors note:  This is the first of a series of articles introducing everyone to the 

newest members of the NED Board of Directors.  Information contained in these 

articles is now available online, posted on our district web site: 

www.nedistrict.org/ned-leadership/.   Thank you, Alan, for a great introduction! 

 

Meet Alan Briand 
VP Music and Performance 
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce 

myself to you. I have been a member of the society for 

42 years and have been very active in the South Shore 

Saints, a small chorus just south of Montreal where I 

am presently the chorus director.  I have held every 

position on the board of directors and I have run more 

than a few shows.  I have also competed in quartets in 

the Mountain Division and NED.  On a personal note, I 

am very active at my church and I am a member of the 

St. Lambert Lions Club.  In my spare time, I give voice lessons at one of the 

schools during a lunch program.  These are the students that are given the 

opportunity to attend HX Camp in August. 

I am looking forward to this new adventure as your VP Music and Performance for 

the NED.   I have joined a team that is ready to work hard for you and I am sure 

the Board will do all within their power to improve and build on what we have 

begun here in the NED.  

For my part, I want to take a closer look at the programs I am responsible for to 

see if there are any improvements or changes to be made, perhaps even adding 

something new. To this end, I would like to hear from you any suggestions, ideas 

or thoughts about HCNE, Top Gun, Standing Ovation Program, and coaching.  I 

have already made recommendations to the Board and have begun speaking with 

http://www.nedistrict.org/
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many members to get their feedback and so far, everything is pretty positive. I 

want to do whatever we can to get you back to many of our events but your input 

is very valuable to me. I will provide all my contact information at the end to make 

it easier to reach me. I also plan on having a place at HCNE where you can come 

in and have a talk with me.  This will allow me to get to know you a little better 

and help me to understand your needs. 

In closing, please remember that Rome was not built in a day as I am looking to 

the future and some changes will take time.  I am establishing a team approach and 

I already have many people who have jumped on board to get this going. I look 

forward to hearing from you and perhaps even getting a chance to meet you. 

Thank you! 

Alan Briand 

Cell: (514) 497 2441 

Email: briandfamily24@gmail.com 

District News 
Connecticut Day of Harmony 
Written by: Steve LeClaire Yankee Division Day of Harmony Chairman 

The first annual Yankee Division Day of Harmony took place on Saturday, 

January 20, 2018. It was a free event to all participants and included 28 youth, 

from 12 different high schools, and 10 members of the Youth Harmony 

Workshop Northeast. Also attending were 21 adults from 6 different Yankee 

Division Chapters to provide staff and singers to perform the final song of the 

concert with the Yankee Division Day of Harmony Youth Chorus. 

The day 

started at 

9:00 AM 

with 

registration 

and a 

continental 

breakfast 

where they 

were given different colored lanyards depending on voice part.. After breakfast, 

Ray Johnson gave 30 minutes of physical and vocal warm-ups. After warm-ups 

Tony Nasto took over and introduce himself and the Nor’easter quartet (Tom 

Savinelli tenor, Matt Saucier lead, Tony Nast bass, and Steve Wolf bari) as the 

team who would teach the students their first two songs which were ‘It’s A 

Brand New Day’ and ‘Happy’. During the morning session the students learned 

about TTBA arrangement and through the singing of a few tags, led by Steve 

Wolf, got a feel for barbershop. Then they set off to learn ‘It’s A Brand New 

Day’ before lunch. After an hour for lunch the students and clinicians were back 

at it and did voice placement, learned the second song ‘Happy’. Dan Anderson 

(Harmony Explosion Camp chairmen) was also given time to present Harmony 

Explosion Camp to the students. At 3:00 PM the students chose either to go to a 

Quartet Master class led by the members of Nor’easter or to a Tag session led by 

mailto:briandfamily24@gmail.com
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Sebby Massa. Both were well attended and well received. From 4:00 PM to 7:00 

PM they had 2 hours to learn the final song with the adults from the Yankee 

Division Chapters and have a break for dinner where they received their Yankee 

Division Day of Harmony t-shirts. Todd Lamson was the clinician/director of 

the final song ‘Sound Celebration’.  

An audience of approximately 100 parents, family, and friends arrived for the 

free concert at 7:30 PM. Performing on the show in order of appearance were 

Youth Harmony Workshop Northeast, Green Light, Nor’easter, Yankee Division 

Day of Harmony Youth Chorus, and the Yankee Division Day of Harmony 

Chorus which included all youths and members of 6 Yankee Division chapters.  

 

The first annual Yankee Division Day of 

Harmony is dedicated to my friend and 

fellow Barbershopper, Mike Packovicz Jr. 

Mike and I conceived this idea about 2 

years ago but unfortunately, he passed 

away before he could see the results of our 

hard work. 

Ron Keith and Mike LeClaire took video 

of the entire day and we’ll be producing a 

video of the event in order to gain 

sponsorship and participants for next year. 

I would like to thank all the clinicians and 

staff involved in making this day a great 

success. The business sponsors include Donkin Donuts, Olive Garden, 

Filomina’s Pizza and Sue’s Shirt Creations. The Yankee Division chapter 

financial sponsors were Silk City, CT Yankee, Hartford Men in Harmony, 

Valley Chordsmen, Enfield, New Yorkers, and Coastal Chordsmen Choruses. 

I’ll leave you with a few quotes from students and parents attending the event. 

Sean (student) - “Awesome” 

Shannon (student) - “get as many people as you can to do it” 

Katherine (parent) – “Mr. LeClaire, I just wanted you to know that my daughter 

Madelyn absolutely loved the day on Saturday” 

Stephanie (parent) – “As a parent of one of these VERY fortunate kids who had 

the opportunity to participate in the event, I'd like to THANK YOU so much 

for all the you did for the kids - what an amazing day!  Clay LOVED it!   
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NED Represented at Midwinter 

Our very own Trade Secret did the NED proud at the recent Midwinter 

Convention, competing in the Seniors Quartet Contest.  Quartet members Mike 

Maino, Rick Wright, Ralph St George and Bill Wright placed 18th out of 25 in a 

very tough quartet contest.  Top honors went to St Croix Crossing, representing 

the Land of Lakes District. 

For other highlights - check out the following videos: 

Main Street 

Chapter News 
Notice that this area is sort of blank at the moment.  Please submit to me any 

news that is happening in your chapter.  We want to hear about your shows, 

guests, nights, community performances and any other event that you’d like to 

share with the district.   
 

Quartet News 
 

Just in time for the Singing Valentine Season here is a story submitted by a 

barbershopper from the Evergreen District which features one of our own 

NED quartets stepping up to make a memorable Christmas Eve delivery. 

I have the greatest father-in-law on Earth-- accomplished, thoughtful, fun, graceful and kind.  He also has 

money, and if there's something he wants he buys it.  Every year at Christmas I struggle to find something 

that I can give him that he doesn't already have-- something that would make his life better, provide a new 

experience, and show my love for him in some meaningful way.  This year after racking my brains for 

weeks, I had a flash of inspiration at the very last moment: a Singing Christmas Card!  Since time was of the 

essence I searched the BHS files for a quartet in the Boston area and made some calls.  Following a thread I 

found Michael Klein, a long-time Barbershopper who sings with the Lowell, MA Gentlemen Songsters, who 

had a part-time quartet, and we hit it off immediately on the phone.  They had another gig that day, and could 

stop by my in-laws' house while they were out and about.  A plan was afoot! 

Since I'm a Barbershopper too, Michael wanted to do the deed for free, but with some respectful strong-

arming I convinced him to allow me to pay them for their time and talents.  They would of course have to 

trust that I would send them a check from 

Washington state, and it would be a couple 

of weeks (I was going out of town), and 

furthermore I wanted them to buy some 

flowers with their own cash, and by the way 

could they sing on Christmas Eve??  A 

suspect deal for sure, but a Barbershopper 

will help a Barbershopper whenever 

possible, and my predicament was 

obvious.  They were as excited as I was to 

make this happen!  We made a deal: a short 

drive, 2 or 3 songs and some flowers, and 

they would be on their way, having had a 

good time and bailing me out too.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-TNecocWFkA
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I slyly arranged for our quarry to be home at the appointed hour, and the quartet arrived at my in-laws' door, 

flowers in hand and spiffed up for Christmas.  The evening was a smashing success!  My family invited them 

in and they sat in the living room for an hour, singing songs, drinking wine, and making merry with the best 

in-laws I know.  I wish I was there!  I know this was their favorite present this year, and among the best ever. 

I believe I've made a difference in peoples' lives from time to time, and I know that most of us know the 

feeling when, just by pursuing this hobby of ours, we catch a special moment and share real joy and 

brotherhood and wonder.    For Michael, Dan, Jim and Manoj, you made this happen to my family, and to me 

out in Washington State on a Christmas Eve.  Thanks again and Happy New Year!   

 

Paul Hill  
Palouse Harmony Chorus 

Moscow ID and Pullman, WA 

Thank you, Paul! 

 

What A Feeling 
 

On behalf of The Boston Common: 

 

The rumors you may have heard are true. Baritone Larry Tully recently came upon some studio recordings 

we made back in 1982. At that time, we were in the process of producing our fourth album when tragedy 

struck. Lead Rich Knapp was seriously injured in an automobile accident. Understandably, we gave up on 

the project. Thirty-five years later we managed to salvage eight of the 12 songs from that studio session; 

include an additional five noteworthy performances and produce this fifth and final album: That Old 

Feeling. 

 

For those who yearn for the past, you'll appreciate these lost recordings. For those hearing the quartet for the 

first time, enjoy. And for those of you who love to critique, have a ball! 

 

Albums are available from our website: www.bostoncommonquartet.com 

 

Upcoming NED Events 
Important Dates 

Date Event  

Feb 14 
Valentines Day-  Is your chapter  selling Singing 
Valentines?  We want to hear about it. 

 

April 20-21 
Eastern Regional Convention and Contests 
International Quartet Preliminary Contest 

Nashua, NH 

May 4-5 Western Regional Convention and Contests Lake George, NY 

May 11-12 Sunrise Division Convention and Contests Wolfboro, Nova Scotia 

Aug 2-5 NED Harmony Explosion Camp 
Worcester State University, 
Worcester, MA 

Aug 3-5 NED Harmony College Northeast 
Worcester State University, 
Worcester, MA 

Sept. 14-16 New England Harmony Brigade Marlborough, MA 

Oct 26-28 Fall District Convention and Contests Portland, ME 

http://www.bostoncommonquartet.com/
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Tag of the Month 

 

This is one of the very first tags I remember learning as a kid, singing with the Livingston Chapter, Dapper 

Dans of Harmony.  It was taught to me by the late Hal Purdy, known to many long-time barbershoppers.  He 

told me it was his favorite tag and we sang it well into the early hours of the morning after our Tuesday night 

chapter meetings at a local VFW hall after eating pizza and drinking root beer.  Well for me it was root beer. 

 

Ed 

 

One More Thing 
 

I hope you found this first attempt at a newsletter informative and useful.  I think it’s important that we 

continue to share information like this regularly.  I hope to improve upon layout and content in coming 

issues.  That being said, I would like to find someone to take on this task.  I’m sure there are those of you out 

there much better than I at layout and formatting such documents.  Please let me know if you’d be willing to 

serve the district in this capacity.  It would be greatly appreciated.  Feel free to make any other comments 

regarding the newsletter to elfritze@gmail.com.    I look forward to hearing from you all. 

 

Ed 

 

mailto:elfritze@gmail.com

