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Letter from the President 
 
Members and friends of the Northeastern District, 
I would like to thank everyone who read and responded to the inaugural issue of 
this Newsletter.  I appreciate all the positive feedback and encouragement I 
received.  I would also like to thank all proof-readers who pointed out a few 
errors.  Hey, I never said I was perfect.  But I appreciate all the comments and will 
improve upon the Newsletter in the coming months. 
By the time you read this, Valentines Day will have passed, and I know many of 
you were very busy delivering Singing Valentines.  For a number of reasons, I 
personally did not get involved in Singing Valentines this year.  I missed getting 
out and singing.  It has always been a lot of fun and has created a wealth of 
memories.  Hopefully next year I’ll return to delivering Singing Valentines again.  
In the meantime, I’d like to hear from all of you who were out.  Please send me 
any of your more memorable, funny, or most heartfelt Singing Valentines 
delivered, and I’ll publish them here in the next edition. 
We’re already approaching the spring contest season, and it’s not too early to 
begin making your plans to attend one or all three of our regional conventions.  
Contest Entry is now open for both the Eastern Regional (Nashua, April 20-21) 
and Western Regional (Lake George, May 4-5) with event registration set to open 
very shortly.  Finally contest entry will open shortly for the Sunrise Division 
Convention (May 11-12, Wolfville, NS).  We’re working hard to make our 
conventions more appealing to not only our competitors, but also non-competitors, 
families and friends.  Both our regional conventions will feature big Saturday 
Night Shows.  Our Western Regional will feature both Crossroads and Storm 
Front on the show.   In addition, we’re offering a Master Class for directors open 
to directors, music leaders and music educators taught by Dr. Jim Henry as well as 
a chance to sing for Dr. Henry on the Saturday Night Show as part of what could 
be 100-member chorus.  Please check our convention pages on the District 
Website for all the latest information.  I hope to meet many of you and sing with 
you either at Lake George or Nashua, and perhaps in Wolfville, NS.  Even if your 
chapter decides not to compete think about forming a VLQ and singing.  It’s a lot 
fun.  In addition, our Western Regional Convention will also feature both Youth 
Quartets and Mixed Harmony Quartet competitions.  If you know of any youth 
quartets or mixed harmony quartets, please encourage them to come to Lake 
Placid. 
Finally, earlier this week we were all saddened by the sudden passing of Terry 
Clarke, bass of the Boston Common and many other fine quartets.  Having spent 
the majority of my Barbershop life outside of the NED, I only admired the Boston 



Common and Terry from afar and only recently got the chance to meet Terry 
personally and sing with him, most recently at the Midwinter Convention in 
Orange County, CA.  I know he read the first issue of this newsletter and 
responded to me by email with kind words of encouragement.  I only wish I 
could’ve gotten to know him sooner.  May he rest in peace.  He will be missed. 

District News – Senior Chorus Plans 
Does everyone know there is a Seniors Chorus working hard in preparation to sing not only this Fall at our 
District Fall Convention, but also to perform at our Midwinter Convention in 2020?  It’s open to all men 55+ 
and it’s not too late to join.  Director David Patterson recently sent out the following information so that we 
can plan.   
 
"Eastern" rehearsal:  Saturday, March 10th, from 2:00 to 4:30 p.m. at... 
 
St. Andrews Episcopal Church 
3 Maple Street 
Framingham, MA 
 
Rte. 9 east from I-495. 
This is where the Natick Chapter meets. 
This is the same place the Patriot Division held their Interchapter last November. 
Since this is a courtesy to NEW SOUND ASSEMBLY, there is no fee for the use of the hall.  However, we 
ask each guy attending the rehearsal to please bring canned goods for the local Food Pantry. 
 
"Western" rehearsal:  Sunday, March 25th, from 2:00 to 4:30 p.m. at... 
 
Arts On The Lake 
640 NY-52 
Carmel Hamlet, NY 10512 
  
In New York state, take exit 18 off I-84.   
The site is right off the Interstate, very near the interchange. 
This community Arts Center (a converted fire station) was started by Bob Bradley, NED Events VP.  He was 
instrumental in securing this venue for us, at no cost to us.  One clap for Bob. 
 
Thanks to all the hard work that David has done with this.  If you need more information or would like to 
join, please contact David (fourpart@gmail.com) or Ed Fritzen (elfritze@gmail.com) 

Chapter News 
I know our chapters have been busy these first two months of 2018.  If you’d like to share some of your 
successes, please send me some articles.  The rest of the district would like to hear from you!   
 

Quartet News-Meet our District Champs “Exchange Street” 
I’d like to thank Miles Hunt and the rest of ESQ for providing this information.  It’s great to hear about our 
current champs.  If any other district quartets would like to share some information, please send it along to 
me.  In my eyes, all of our quartets are “champs” and we would like to hear more from you all – Ed. 
Exchange Street is proud to be your 2017 NED Quartet Champions. We are eager to express our style and 
unique qualities around the NED in 2018. We’d like to thank Ed for asking us to write a piece about the 



quartet for this newsletter. It will help you get to know us a little better; who we are and some unique 
“insights” you might say.  
Many of you know us individually. George and Mike are the “seasoned veterans” of BHS and the NED, and 
our age is often exploited publically by the younger members of our quartet. George has sung baritone in 
several excellent NED quartets, and competed many times with Nashua on the International stage. He is 
known in some circles as “One,” a playful reference to the revolving door of baritones in one of his quartets. 
Mike is the oldest of the bunch, by just a year over George (also known as Jorge...hey you can’t have enough 
names for any quartet baritone). Mike came up through Nashua ranks as a baritone, switching to bass in his 
90’s quartet, The Nightcrawlers. Ryan and Miles are the young pups of the quartet, nearly a generation 
behind the old guys. But like most barbershoppers, we all feel like brothers of the same age. Miles is our 
“driver,” and for those who know him, you will now be saying to yourself “yeah, ya think?” He pushes the 
quartet to new heights in every rehearsal, and is one of our most effective internal coaches. Ryan switched 
from chorus lead to quartet tenor for ESQ, and embraced this challenge. But he is stillour “crooner,” and 
even took on lead for one song in our District championship set. 
As a quartet, we formed out of the Downeasters Chorus when there was a chapter quartet contest. Some were 
in other quartets at the time (i.e. Mac Daddy, On Air, Eastern Standard Time), but our reaction to the new 
sound and natural friendship was eye-opening. When all were available, we registered ESQ in 2012. Today 
we are buddies first and quartet second. We pretty much all like the same beer and food, which makes 
ordering at restaurants easy. “Oh, you have that? Bring us four of those.” On the goofy side, Miles and Ryan 
can sometimes get into a frenzy reciting their favorite movie lines from comedies in a rapid call-and-
response that rivals Jimmy Fallon and Steve Higgins. It’s hilarious--”after-after-afterglow material.” And we 
can’t forget to mention our honorary quartet member, Chris Howard, who coached us for years, driving 
about an hour to our weekly rehearsals. We’re still not sure if he came for the sound or the single malt. But 
we are thankful for his guidance. 
Whenever possible we work with Steve Tramack, our friend, coach, arranger, and all-around amazing guy. 
Steve has arranged several charts for us and we love singing them. In rehearsals, we do a lot of  coaching 
from within, each with our own manner. Miles is the driver.  George is our chart interpreter. Ryan is our 
emotion of the song man. Mike, our rock and foundation, mostly does whatever he’s told -- really well!  
As champions, we are still committed to weekly rehearsals and continuous improvement. We’ve found that 
song selection is key, paying special attention to fun, uplifting, recognizable songs. Our repertoire is focused 
on shows, performance and the audience experience. We now look for arrangements that maximize quartet 
strengths and minimize quartet weaknesses. All of us would like to get to the International stage and sing 
with the big boys. And as we have developed our ensemble sound, we also realized that we all have lead 
qualities in our voice parts. So we have leveraged that in our repertoire, and now have four soloists (and 
some Elvis humor) in our show set. We end each rehearsal with some chill time, catching up on personal 
stuff over some new craft beer or fine spirits someone brought to share. One of our favorite tags that 
celebrates our camaraderie is Beautiful Lifelong Friends, and it is usually the last harmony of the evening 
before we part. 
We have been through literal thick and thin with each other over the last 6-7 years. We have weathered many 
personal and family adversities that would have driven most quartets apart immediately. We do it because we 
truly love being with each other and, for all of us, barbershop is a sanctuary that has gotten us through many 
trials and tribulations. ESQ has some exciting things in the works for 2018 with the Barbershop Harmony 
Society headquarters and Harmony Foundation. We can’t disclose anything right now, but booking us for 
shows has potential benefits for many more barbershoppers beyond our immediate audience. So check us out 
at www.facebook.com/exchangestreetquartet or call us at 207-653-8591.  
Thanks NED! You’ve been great to us! 



Coming Events 
Important Dates 

Date Event Location 
April 20-21 Eastern Regional Convention and Contests 

International Quartet Preliminary Contest 
Nashua, NH 

March 10 Eastern Seniors Chorus Rehearsal Framingham, MA 
March 25 Western Seniors Chorus Rehearsal Carmel Hamlet, NY 

May 4-5 Western Regional Convention and Contests Lake George, NY 
May 11-12 Sunrise Division Convention and Contests Wolfville, Nova Scotia 

Aug 2-5 NED Harmony Explosion Camp Worcester State University, Worcester, MA 
Aug 3-5 NED Harmony College Northeast Worcester State University, Worcester, MA 

Sept. 14-16 New England Harmony Brigade Marlborough, MA 
Oct 26-28 Fall District Convention and Contests Portland/Westbrook, ME 

Tag of the Month 
A favorite of mine that I haven’t heard sung lately.  One of my past quartets would sing this tag at the end of 
each rehearsal.  I hope you like it.  I think it was popularized by the Vagabonds. 

 

One More Thing 
I hope you find this newsletter valuable.  If there is any other information you’d like to see included, please 
drop me an email.  Please print copies and share with members who might not have access to email.   


