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Letter from the President 
I hope everyone is safe after all the nasty winter weather we’ve been having 
lately.  As I write this, we’ve already had two Nor’easters come through 
Connecticut and there are reports that a third one might be on its way this 
week.  I guess that is just typical New England weather.  Fortunately, the 
weather hasn’t interfered with too many my barbershop activities these last 
two weeks.   

The response to this newsletter continues to be excellent telling me that there 
is big demand throughout our district for a means of sharing information, best 
practices, and our successes.  I’ve been receiving all sorts of information to 
put into the newsletter from you, the readers.  Thank you all!  I want this to 
be our newsletter, and will continue to ask for content and publish your 
stories and information.  Keep sending me information, ideally in a Word 
document, and I’ll do my best to make it fit.  Since I’ve received so many 
good articles since our last newsletter, I’ll keep my letter very brief.  I just 
want to encourage everyone to register for one of our regional conventions 
coming up very soon.  They both promise to be great conventions.  You’ll be 
hearing more about them in the coming weeks.  In the meantime, visit our 
website at www.nedistrict.org where you’ll find all the latest information for 
attendees and competitors.  I hope to see you all either in Nashua or Lake 
George. 

 

District News - The Standing Ovation Program 
The Standing Ovation Program is growing up!  Now a whole bunch of you are wondering what the 
Standing Ovation Program is and why it needs “growing up” so let us fill you in. 

“Standing O” (hereafter referred to as “SOP”) is the brainchild of Society Presentation genius Larry Ager 
twenty or so years ago.  Larry, who unfortunately died way too young, theorized that our chapter 
shows needed to get better if barbershop is to be taken seriously as an art form.  The program he 
devised sent highly trained reviewers out to review chapter shows.  The reviewers would look for what 
the chapter was doing well with their show and what could be improved on, starting with parking at the 
venue all the way to the finale.  That information was shared only with the chapter contact and no one 
else would see it, allowing for growth without any pressure on the chapter. 

SOP was introduced to NED in 2000 and took off immediately.  Under the guidance of Joe Kopka, NED 
did more reviews of chapter shows and individual quartets (yes, quartets could have performances 
reviewed for their subsequent improvement) in its first two years than any district in the Society. 

Eastern Contest Quartet/Chorus & International Quartet Prelims 
(Nashua) Competitor Group Entry deadline is this Tuesday, 
March 20 at midnight!  Happy Spring! 
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Over the years, you would suspect a downturn in those figures and that happened here, slowing down 
considerably in recent years.  Those of us on the NED/SOP team kept looking for reasons and could 
come up with nothing specific.  Probably everyone got too familiar with SOP and/or, collectively, 
chapters didn’t quite know what to do to make improvements.  Perhaps we needed a teaching 
component to SOP but weren’t sure how to create one.  Our program was “reactive”, giving a chapter 
information for growth without adding how to grow and hoping they would do better a year later. We 
needed to become “proactive”, visiting chapters before the show and teaching them how to make a 
show come together. 

Then, about two years ago, a wonderful surprise was handed down by the Society that gave us the 
answers we were looking for.  The surprise…changing the Presentation category in our judging system 
to become the Performance category…opened doors we had not contemplated.  If the future was to be 
about Performance, then we needed to look at areas we had shunned before, specifically, legitimate 
theatre.   

We all perform on a stage.  We needed to find out what was being taught to stage actors that could be 
incorporated into our chapter shows and our barbershop culture.  The entire notion of adopting theatre 
procedures for training purposes seemed daunting so we felt we had to zero in on one particular area 
to begin to reach the barbershop community and begin to make real changes.  Our collective decision 
was to start by teaching our men how to talk on stage.  Speaking correctly is the most fundamental 
skill an actor must learn before performing on stage.  And, as an unintended consequence, speaking 
more clearly would improve our singing. 

Now that we knew where we wanted to go, we had to decide how to get there.  Our plan is to run 
training sessions this spring to build a faculty of men and women who can visit chapters, teaching them 
how to find their individual stage voice.  We’re thinking that this should be a part of every chapter’s 
mission…helping each member to become a stage actor as well as becoming a wonderful singer.  After 
all, once we set foot on a stage, we all become actors, whether we like it or not.  Let’s make it official! 

We see the future beginning with members finding stage voices and then moving on to other areas of 
acting culture.  We see visitations by SOP faculty as a regular part of the chapter culture, making the 
need for reviews of shows obsolete as growth will become continual.  Now that the Society has finally 
made Performance official we need to get on with training our members to become better performers.  

And this is where you come in.  We need teachers and trainers who would like to be part of this new 
approach to SOP.  We’re looking specifically for people with theater background who can become 
trainers and help us build the future.  And we’re looking for people who can visit chapters and do the 
actual teaching. 

Our timetable is to do the training this spring and summer for a rollout of the program this fall.  We’ll 
be introducing the whole idea at HCNE in August. 

If you’re excited by what you’ve read and want to become involved, contact either Dianne Brooks 
(tdbrooks07@msn.com) or Jim Dodge (jamesdodge@comcast.net) and sign up.  Include your 
background in both theater and teaching. 

Let’s get this show on the road! 

 

Chapter News    
Barbershop supporting Chinese New Year - 2018 Year of the Dog 
For the past five years the Connecticut Yankee Chorus has performed at the Chinese New Year Parade 
in New Haven Connecticut. The chorus has been giving this opportunity because of the life and work of 
Mike Packevicz Jr. Mike sang barbershop since he was 13 years old with his father Mike Packevicz Sr. 
and Uncle Chuck Packevicz. As he grew up he learned to sing all four parts and directed the Connecticut 
Yankee Chorus (CYC). Mike Jr. moved to China with his family to teach English, train teachers, and 
served as the Curriculum Director for ELIC in Beijing until 2013. 
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Mike Packevicz Jr. Connecticut Yankee Chorus Chinese Dragon 

 
           
 

 

 

 

 

 

When Mike came back to live in Connecticut he rejoined the Connecticut Yankee Chorus to sing with his 
farther and friends. He joined the staff of Yale-China Association as Director of Health Programs and 
started our barbershop relationship with this organization. He got a TTBB arrangement of ‘Rainbow 
Sister’ (Chinese folk song arranged by Brian Beck) and taught the chorus to sing this song in the 
Chinese language so that we could perform at each years Chinese New Year’s Parade in New Haven. 

Our brother in harmony Mike Packevicz Jr. passed away in 2016 of cancer at age 52. Tributes have 
poured in from around the world, attesting to Mike's impact on so many people. 

The Connecticut Yankee Chorus (CYC) has continued to perform each year at the Chinese New Year 
Parade in New Haven and this year was no different. In honor of Mike Packevicz Jr. the CYC performed 
‘Rainbow Sister’ at the 2018 opening ceremony. 

-SteveLeClaire 

 

Lakes Region Chordsmen 
Scholarship 
Jacob Donahue of Tamworth, a 
Plymouth State University student 
pursuing a degree in music education, 
is shown receiving a $500 music 
scholarship from Jim Miller, Treasurer 
of the Lakes Region Chordsmen.  Jacob 
won the annual scholarship that 
is presented to a graduating student at 
Prospect Mountain High School, 
Alton.  The Chordsmen raise 
scholarship funds at the annual Alton 
Bay Barbershop Jamboree - an event 
that inspired Jacob to attend the three-day Harmony Explosion Camp Northeast in Worcester, Ma. in 
2015.  The camp offers top-notch vocal coaching and choral instruction and is hosted by the 
Northeastern District of the Barbershop Harmony Society.  Also pictured is Jerry Murphy, President of 
the Chordsmen at center and Niall Trimby, Vice President of Music for the chorus at left. 

Harmony Explosion Camp Northeast 2018, for high school guys and gals, happens again for the 4-days, 
August 2-5, and is already taking applications for enrollment!  More 
at: https://www.nedistrict.org/hxne/ 

The 2018 Alton Bay Barbershop Jamboree is also a fun weekend of harmony for anyone and everyone, 
with a Big Show Saturday night.  The dates are August 17-19, 2018. More 
at: https://www.nedistrict.org/alton/ 
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Quartet News – Making Music that Makes a Difference 
The following was forwarded along to me as an example of 
just how powerful our performances can be.  This is never 
more true than in the delivery of Singing Valentines.  I’m 
pretty sure this came by way of Rich Gervais, tenor of the 
Elderly Brothers Quartet. 

The Elderly Brothers Quartet and Heather 

My father has always been a very bighearted person and the 
singing Valentine delivered by my quartet, Elderly Brothers from the 
Saratoga Springs NY Chapter played a major role in meeting one of 
his last requests.  My father became ill shortly after it was no longer 
necessary for him to regularly see his favorite nurse.  Knowing he 
was declining in health he asked me to bring him to see Heather so 
he could give her flowers.  Unfortunately, his health declined rapidly 
and he passed away very quickly.  He never forgot about Heather 
and, in his last days, he made me promise that I would make sure 
Heather got her flowers.  So, Heather got much more.  Elderly 
Brothers went to the medical office where Heather works and 
delivered a Thank You/Happy Valentines Day wish from my father.  To say it was a bittersweet event is an 
understatement but we, even Heather, knew Dad was there with us when we sang What a Wonderful World and Heart 
of My Heart to her.  Her words to me as we said our goodbyes will always be with me, "I am so happy and honored 
that your dad was part of my life and I will never, ever, forget this."  Emotions ran rampant but they were mellowed with 
all the joy the whole medical office experienced that day. 

Rich Gervais 

Tenor - Elderly Brothers Quartet 
Racing City Chorus 
 

 

Public Service 
Announcement 
Ever thought about being a part of a 
quartet?  There are plenty of opportunities 
out there.  I hope this might help some of 
you. 

Please contact Ed Headley with any 
questions you might have.  This is a guy who 
really wants to sing in a quartet!! 
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Coming Events – from the District Calendar –  
       Indeed - more information can be found there! 

Date Event Location 
March 25 Western Seniors Chorus Rehearsal Carmel Hamlet, NY 

April 11 Beverly Bash Quartet Night Beverly, MA 

April 20-21 
Eastern Regional Convention and Contests 
International Quartet Preliminary Contest 

Nashua, NH 

April 22 Seniors Chorus Rehearsal Nashua, NH 

May 4-6 Western Regional Convention and Contests Lake George, NY 

May 6 Seniors Chorus Rehearsal Lake George, NY 

May 11-12 Sunrise Division Convention and Contests Wolfville, Nova Scotia 

Aug 2-5 NED Harmony Explosion Camp Worcester State University, 
Worcester, MA 

Aug 3-5 NED Harmony College Northeast Worcester State University, 
Worcester, MA 

Sept New England Harmony Brigade  

Oct 26-28 Fall District Convention and Contests Portland, ME 
ates 

Tag of the Month 
I’m not sure who wrote this tag.  Give it a try.  It’s easy to ring! 

 
 

One More Thing 
Finally, our very own Executive Vice President, Mike Maino was recently honored by the Rhode Island 
International Film Festival as a 2018 Producers Circle Award Honoree.  Congratulations Mike! I never 
knew just how famous you are!  

 

Note that if you’d like to submit an article for the next Newsletter, please get it to me no later than 
April 15!   


