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Letter from the President  
Summer is upon us, finally!  I hope everyone is ready to enjoy the nice 
weather with family and friends.  Maybe some of you plan to spend some 
vacation time attending the International Convention in Salt Lake City. As 
usual, the convention is packed with all sorts of activities along with the 
contests.  They literally have something for every barbershopper at all 
levels of interest and abilities.  If you have never been to an 
International Convention, you really owe it to yourself to attend.  It is 
one of the greatest events you can attend as a barbershopper.  If you do 
go to Salt Lake City, please cheer loudly and support all our 
representatives:  The Vocal Revolution, Drive, Greenlight, Daily 
Special and Midnight Brisket.  They would surely appreciate the 
support.  I hope to see many of you in Salt Lake City. 

Speaking of the International Convention 
and Contests, I have a big favor to ask of 
each member of the Northeastern 
District.  By now you might have read 
that the Society is considering a proposal 
to expand our International Conventions 
to include mixed quartets, all-female 
quartets, mixed choruses and all-female 
choruses, starting in 2021. 

Remember, this is just a proposal and 
the Society is in the process of collecting feedback from district leaders 
and, most importantly, you, the members, about this proposal.  I 
encourage everyone, if you haven’t already done so, to provide feedback. 

This is your chance to make your opinions heard at the Society level.  I 
would also like to be copied on any feedback you provide so that I know 
what the general feeling is about this proposal.  I’ll be representing the 
NED at our District President’s Council meeting in Salt Lake City and I 
want to be fully informed on how the district stands.  

To read the proposal, you can find it at the following link: 

   https://www.barbershop.org/international-contest-expansion-proposal 

“Frequently Asked Questions” can be found here: 

   https://www.barbershop.org/faqs-international-contest-expansion-draft-proposal 

Two more links: 

Your feedback to the Society: HERE. 

Your feedback to the NED: HERE (to me & C&J VP - Alan Lamson) 

The important points of the proposal for us are the raising of the 
qualification scores to qualify for International - to 78 for quartets, and to  
81 for choruses, and the fact that all districts will not be guaranteed a 
representative at the International Contest, as they are now.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdmqnmy0JkAe7oQGuKSgnXdryLtPSZgrRyA_xHap_MQ0XfbRg/viewform
mailto:SocietyProposal@NEDistrict.org?subject=News:%20Contest%20Proposal%20Feedback%20-


Competitors have to make the qualifying score by competing at any of 
the International Preliminary Contests held currently in districts 
throughout the Society.  More information can found if you read the 
proposal in its entirety at the links provided above. 

So, what do you think?  Let BHS know, and let me know - please! 

Have a great summer. 

 
 

Quartet News 
I received the following from Anand Sitaram about the mixed harmony 
quartet Neapolitan.  I thought I would share it here. 

 
While I was browsing around on Facebook one day in March, I ran across an announcement for a 
WGBH event in May involving ice cream. Already interested, I was intrigued to find out that the event 
was actually a creamery contest, and one of the categories was the “Neapolitan Challenge”, where each 
creamery would enter a strawberry, chocolate, or vanilla-based flavor for consideration. 

As the Lead of a quartet literally named Neapolitan, I immediately decided to send a message to the 
organizers inquiring as to whether WGBH would want New England’s champion mixed quartet to 
perform, and they were delighted to have us. 

To help advertise the event, we even created a video of ourselves singing an original tag, which WGBH 
posted to their official Facebook and Twitter pages on National Barbershop Quartet Day – see it  here: 

https://www.facebook.com/WGBHBoston/videos/334502717201448/ 

At the event itself, we sampled all the ice cream we 
could handle, had a great three-song set, and then 
chatted with people who came up to us afterward, 
including some former Sweet Adelines. This was easily 
the most fun quartet gig I’ve ever done, and it all 
happened because I took a chance on asking if the 
organizers would like some entertainment. Can’t wait 
till the next opportunity! 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Neapolitan with our chaperone 
Brian O'Donovan, host of WGBH's 

"A Celtic Sojourn" 

Neapolitan Performance Photo 



Upcoming NED Events & Important “Of Interest” Dates 
      More online at the NED District Calendar - https://www.NEDistrict.org/calendar 
Important 

DATE EVENT LOCATION 

June 30-July 7 BHS International Convention Salt Lake City, UT 
July 27 A Cappella Music Festival, Vocal	Revolution Allston, MA 
Aug. 1-4 HXNE/Harmony Explosion Camp Northeast Worcester State Univ.,  Worcester, MA 
Aug. 2-4 HCNE/Harmony College Northeast Worcester State Univ.,  Worcester, MA 
Aug. 3 HXNE/HCNE Saturday Night Show w/ Throwback Sullivan Auditorium, Worcester State Univ. 
Aug. 16-18 Alton Bay Jamboree w/ Saturday Night SHOW! Alton, NH 
Sept. 4 Fourth Annual Patriot Division Inter-chapter Emanuel Lutheran Church, Worcester, MA 
Sept. 20-22 New England Harmony Brigade 2019 Courtyard by Marriott, Marlborough, MA 
Oct. 25-27 2019 Fall District Contests Westbrook Performing Arts Center, ME 
Important 

Video of the Month 
 
If you want to see a video describing the proposal 
being considered by the Society to expand our 
International Contests, you can find it here. 

Many of you will recognize Dusty Schleier, who 
directed the Bridgeport Chapter, I believe, for 
many years here in the NED. 

The video is about 17 minutes long and gives a 
good background to the proposal. 

 
https://youtu.be/DUUqg0x2ouw 
 
 

 
REGISTRATION is now OPEN for Harmony College Northeast 2019!  More info? Select image… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
High School GUYS and GALS can still REGISTER for Harmony Explosion Camp Northeast 2019! 
More info?  Select this image here:  
 
 

https://youtu.be/DUUqg0x2ouw
https://www.nedistrict.org/hcne
https://www.nedistrict.org/hxne/home

