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Letter from the President  
First and foremost, I hope that this newsletter finds everyone healthy and safe as we 
all deal with the pandemic, and what is surely to become a new sense of normalcy in 
our daily lives.  Despite not being able to sing and rehearse I am encouraged by the 
innovative ways our chapters are working to keep their members engaged.  Although 
it’s not quite the same as actually singing together, it is certainly great to meet via 
Zoom or some other teleconferencing platform just to connect and socialize with one 
another.  At no other time has it become more evident that we all are drawn to 
singing barbershop because of the music, but we stay for fellowship.  If your chapter 
hasn’t tried a virtual meeting, I encourage you to do so.   
Adapting to the new way of doing business, the NED recently held its first ever online 
House of Delegates Meeting on May 8.  By all accounts it was a tremendous 
success.  At one time we had over 50 participants online, easily meeting our quorum.  
We were joined by BHS Chief Program Manager, Erin Harris as well as long-time 

friend of the NED and Harmony Foundation Planned 
Giving Manager, Sean Devine.  It was great having them 
participate and offer words of encouragement and all the 
latest news from the Society and Harmony Foundation. 
Encouraged by the large number of chapters represented, I 
think the district might consider doing HOD meetings, via 
an online video conferencing platform, more often.  The 
cost savings associated with our normal House of Delegates 
meetings cannot be ignored.  I’m sure our chapters also 

liked not having to spend money for a delegate to attend a face to face meeting.  I 
don’t think we should replace all our HOD meetings with a teleconference, but it does 
provide us a method of allowing more of our chapters to become involved in the 
governance of the district. 
Finally, I feel it is important to mention the 
recent Webinar that has received a lot of 
attention regarding what science and facts 
tell us about the near-term future of singing 
in the face of COVID-19.  The webinar 
included the leaders of major singing 
organizations and a panel of medical 
experts.  The entire webinar is about 2½-
hours long, but you can find a YouTube 
playlist with seven shorter, “more digestible” 
videos at this link.  If you’d like to read the 
summaries and speakers notes, they are 
available here.  I encourage everyone to 
watch these videos.  There is a lot of 
information, and although some of the 
recommendations reached by the experts 
are pretty dire for the near term, there is 
hope. History has shown us, that the joy of  

http://www.nedistrict.org/
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https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=playlist_description&q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.barbershop.org%2Fcovid-webinar-summary&redir_token=VyVtucGeXk9Rv-lwfWNnqZOeRmB8MTU4OTgxNjM0OEAxNTg5NzI5OTQ4


singing has survived other worldly pandemics and we will survive again.  It will take time, but I want to 
emphasize that we will not in any way jeopardize the health of our members.  Only when the science and 
facts tell us when it is safe, will we gather once again whether for chapter meetings, shows or conventions.  
At this point, we can only wait.  Be safe. 
As promised, the second live Webinar, "Singing: 
What We CAN Do", has been scheduled for this 
next Tuesday, May 26, at 5:00 PM Eastern time. 
 
Leaders of major choral organizations, including our 
own BHS CEO Marty Monson, will once again 
combine expertise and mutual support to present 
Singing: What We CAN Do, a special event that 
offers examples of how singers and singing ensembles 
are producing their art now, as physical distancing 
guidelines continue to be in place. 
 
Moderated by Brian Newhouse of Minnesota Public 
Radio, the variety of guests will share promising 
projects and existing and emerging technologies that 
keep us connected and singing. 
 
Tune in LIVE on Tuesday, May 26, 5:00 PM Eastern 
on the YouTube channel of the National Association of 
Teachers of Singing (NATS):  H E R E 
 
More details are here: 
https://www.barbershop.org/webinar-what-we-can-do 
 
 

Fall Convention News 
By now everyone has heard that our 2020 Fall District Convention has 
been rescheduled - from Saint John, New Brunswick on the weekend 
of October 22-25 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Our events team 
has tentatively scheduled a new date and venue for this convention.  
Keeping in mind that this, too, could change as a result of COVID-19, 
we are planning to hold the 2020 Fall District Convention at the 
Resort and Conference Center in Hyannis, Cape Cod on October 
30th to November 1st, 2020.  Please note this is a week later than 
originally scheduled.  We have the date “penciled” in - and we hope to 
make a final decision in the coming weeks.  Again, we will only hold 
our convention if the science and facts say it will be safe for all to 
attend.  Thank you for your patience. 
 
 
 

 
 

Engagement 
Sean Devine spoke about some tips to improve the sound quality during Zoom meetings during the recent HOD 
meeting.  He sent along these tips, and I thought I’d share them here.  Thanks, Sean! 
 
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cH8FVXgywqLtglUUaPe1NUeWK3_mmXax 

https://www.youtube.com/user/OfficialNATS
https://www.barbershop.org/webinar-what-we-can-do
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cH8FVXgywqLtglUUaPe1NUeWK3_mmXax


Upcoming NED Events & Important Dates – 
      Please verify any future event date/time at the respective event page, online. There will be adjustments. 

More online at the NED District Calendar - https://www.NEDistrict.org/calendar 
DATE DAY EVENT LOCATION 

June 30-Jul 1 Tu-Sun. BHS: International Convention - CANCELLED Los Angeles, CA 

July 26-Aug. 2 Sun-Sun. BHS: Harmony University - CANCELLED Nashville, TN 

Aug. 6-9  Th-Sun. NED Harmony Explosion Camp Northeast - CANCELLED Worcester, MA 

Aug. 7-9 F-Sun. NED Harmony College & NED Leadership Academy - CANCELLED Worcester, MA 

Aug. 14-16 F-Sun. Alton Bay Barbershop Jamboree – still scheduled! Stay tuned. Alton, NH 
Oct. 30–Nov. 1 F-Sun. NED Fall District Convention & Contests Hyannis, MA 

Important 
t 

 
 
Video of the Month 
 
Here’s a great version of the “William Tell 
Overture” performed by the Ambassadors 
of Harmony, featuring the Gas House 
Gang.  Enjoy! 
 
https://youtu.be/BXO5NVkvdcg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The deadline for the next newsletter is June 15, 2020. 
 
Please send me any news you’d like to see here to elfritze@gmail.com.   
 
Please be safe. 
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https://youtu.be/BXO5NVkvdcg
mailto:elfritze@gmail.com
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