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Calling All Seniors!  At the BHS Mid-Winter Convention in San Antonio in January, 2017, the Society introduced a new 
event… a Seniors Chorus Festival.  For this inaugural event, the Society allowed five seniors choruses to participate and 
they performed to a very large, very enthusiastic audience.  I was there… it was a splendid affair.  The most fun part of 
the Chorus Festival was seeing and hearing seniors choruses performing intermingled with youth choruses.  It was an 
uplifting experience. 
 
As a result of the obvious success of this event, NED President, Guy Haas and Executive VP, Ed Fritzen, decided to 
pursue the possibility of forming a Seniors Chorus to represent the NorthEastern District.  They asked me to be the 
Director and to work with Ed to get this venture moving forward.  So, with no blueprint, with no guidelines available, 
we started in the spring of 2017.  I chose two songs and we started recruiting members with the intent to perform in 
the Chorus Festival at Mid-Winter in Costa Mesa, California in January, 2018.  The name of the NED’s Seniors Chorus is 
“GUYS WHO CAN DRIVE AT NIGHT.”    
 
Well, as the saying goes, “The best laid plans of mice and men often go awry.”  In late spring, 2017, as few as 10 
Districts had decided to field a seniors chorus with the intent to perform in the Chorus Festival at Mid-Winter in Costa 
Mesa, California in January, 2018.  This overwhelming response created quite a logjam.  So, BHS decided to step in and 
gain control of the situation.  As a result, the Seniors Chorus Program was formed.  The two mucky-mucks running the 
program are Donny Rose, from BHS HQ, and Doug Smeltz, from Johnny Appleseed District. 
 
A plan was devised to give all 16 Districts an equal opportunity to participate in future Mid-Winter Chorus Festivals.  
The result of the change-of-plans is this… NED’s eligibility has been assigned to the Chorus Festival at Mid-Winter in 
2020.  Unfortunately, BHS has not yet announced the location of Mid-Winter in January, 2020.  We won’t know the 
location until later this year. 
 
I know… January, 2020, seems a long ways off.  But, instead of shelving the whole project for a year, or more, we 
decided to keep moving ahead; to continue recruiting members, to continue rehearsing and to continue to improve. 
 
The two songs in our repertoire are, “Almost Like Being In Love” and “Being With You.”  Diane Patterson, our 
Performance Coach, has developed performance plans for both songs.  Learning tracks, the printed music and the 
performance plans are available on a shared Google Drive.   
 
There are only two requirements.  Unlike Drum Corps, where members “age out,” you can “age in” to the Seniors 
Chorus… you must be at least 55 years-of-age by the date of the Mid-Winter performance, January, 2020.  Also, all men 
must meet typical BHS guidelines for contest entry (membership, event registration, etc.). 
 
Even though we are eligible to perform at Mid-Winter in January, 2020, we must first qualify.  To meet that 
requirement, the Seniors Chorus must perform their 2-song package in front of the Judging Panel present for the NED 
Fall Contests in October, 2019.  Our combined scores must average 61 or higher.  Our onstage performance will NOT be 
part of the District Chorus Contest (our scores will not be published).  Rather, we will probably perform in front of the 
judges Saturday evening, just before the Quartet Final starts. 
 
>>>>> 
 



Here are the next scheduled rehearsals for 2018... 
 Saturday, March 10, 2:00 to 4:30 p.m. at St. Andrews Episcopal Church, 3 Maple Street, Framingham, MA 
 Sunday, March 25, from 2:00 to 4:30 p.m. at Arts On The Lake, 640 NY-52, Carmel Hamlet, NY 10512 
 Sunday, April 22, at Holiday Inn, 9 Northeastern Blvd, Nashua, NH, (tentatively) 9:30 a.m. to 12-noon  
 Sunday, May 6, at Courtyard By Marriott, 365 Canada St, Lake George, NY, (tentatively) 9:30 to 12-noon  
 (tentative) Saturday, August 4, 2018 at HCNE/HXNE, Worcester State University, Worcester, MA 
 
To help get focused on our future plans and to raise the level of expectation, we will plan to perform in front of the 
Judging Panel at this year's District Fall Convention, weekend of October 27, 2018, in Portland/Westbrook, 
Maine.  Even though we wouldn't be performing for a qualifying score, this will be an excellent opportunity to get 
scored and receive evaluations of our performance.  This will also give us a target-date so we can bring everything 
together for a real-live performance, rather than waiting another year for a one-time shot.  So, with this new 
goal/challenge in mind, we will raise the level of expectation by being off-paper on both songs in time for the 
rehearsal at the Eastern Regional (April 22, 2018).  More on this as we move forward. 
 
Currently, there are no financial obligations.  The District funded the acquisition of music and learning tracks of the 
two songs.  As we move forward, we will be looking at getting some matching apparel in time for our performance this 
coming October.  When that comes up, all chorus members will be asked to pay. 
   
Our membership stands at 35… 3 Tenors, 11 Leads, 9 Baritones, 11 Basses and 1 Director. 
 
There is plenty of room on the risers for new members and plenty of time to become part of what should be a very 
enjoyable and satisfying experience.  And what a great thrill to be in on the ground floor, to be part of the very first 
NED Seniors Chorus… an experience to enjoy now and for years to come.  
 
For more details, contact me at…  fourpart@gmail.com  or  978-870-4496 
 
David Patterson 
Director, NED Seniors Chorus 
GUYS WHO CAN DRIVE AT NIGHT 


